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Founded in 2014, Allary Éditions is an independent trade publisher. Following a strict 
editorial selection process, we publish no more than 20 titles per year. Our authors 
build an oeuvre, and include Diane Brasseur, Raphaël Glucksmann, Alexandre 
Lacroix, Charles Pépin, Bernard Pivot, Matthieu Ricard, and Riad Sattouf. Our books 
provide reading pleasure while enriching the reader at the same time.
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Orig. Title: La Confiance en soi, 
une philosophie 
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
220 pp.
March 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Rights Sold
Germany | offer received
Korea | offer received

27,000+ copies in print

Under Option
Romania, Brazil, Greece, Portugal, 
Spain, Catalan, Poland, Arabic, the 
Netherlands

Charles Pépin is a writer and a philosopher, whose books have been published in 
about 20 languages. He teaches philosophy at the Lycée d’Etat de la légion d’honneur in 
Saint-Denis, near Paris, and hosts “Philo Mondays” at the MK2 Odéon movie theater in 
Paris. His most recent essay, The Virtues of Failure (Allary Editions, September 2016), 
sold close to 65,000 copies and rights were sold to 12 countries.

Personal Development

SeLf-cOnfidence: a PhiLOSOPhy

charLeS PéPin
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An accessible essay on the mechanisms and 
secrets of self-confidence, in the same vein as 
his best-seller The Virtues of Failure, trans-
lated in 12 languages. 

Where does self-confidence come from? How does it 
work? What makes it stronger and weaker? Why are 
some people more confident than others? Is it only a 
question of temperament or the result of work on them-
selves? How does one get closer to those who stand 
out thanks to their sole confidence in themselves?

Drawing on the great philosophical texts, ancient 
wisdom, positive psychology and psychoanalysis, in-
spired by the experience of sports champions, great 
creators, but also unknown people such as a fighter 
pilot or an urgent care doctor, Charles Pépin brings to 
light the strange alchemy that is self-confidence. By 
doing so, he gives us the keys to having more confi-
dence in ourselves.

Also available: 
Orig. Title: Les Vertus de l’échec
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
240 pp. | September 2016

Territory: World excl. French

English sample available

Rights Sold
Germany, Italy, Romania, Brazil, 
Greece, Portugal, Korea, Spain, 
Catalan, Poland, Arabic, the 
Netherlands

65,000+ copies sold

• 2017 Prix du livre Actualité 
du Cercle de l’Excellence RH

• 2017 Prix Elina & Louis Pau-
wels 

Great achievements often hide laborious be-
ginnings, fruitless attempts and other fias-
cos. Full of examples, this essay teaches us 
how to fail successfully.

In a sharp and direct style, Charles Pépin teaches us 
how not to be paralyzed by the fear of failure in or-
der to live fully, to dare and to have a go. A little book 
of wisdom that, by showing us the virtues of failure, 
puts us on track for authentic success. 

Drawing on these examples of painful setbacks at the 
beginning of the careers of Steve Jobs, J.K. Rowling, 
Rafael Nadal, among others, Pépin calls on Seneca, 
Cicero, Sartre and Freud to look at failure differently. 

“Simple, well-learned, human, modern, empathetic.” — Europe 1

“An inspiring reflection. A philosophy of action.” — L’Express
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Orig. Language: English
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
October 2018 (French edition)

Territory: World excl. French
World rights for images cleared

Material Available
English MS 

Rights Sold
USA | MIT Press (preempt, WEL)
Korea | Gimm-Young
Germany | Droemer Knaur

A Mind & Life Conversation:
Founded in 1987, the Mind & Life 
Institute arose out of a series of 
conferences held with the Dalai 
Lama and a range of scientists 
that sought to form a connec-
tion between the empiricism of 
contemporary scientific inquiry 
and the contemplative, compas-
sion-based practices of Buddhism.

An urgent and groundbreaking work, which de-
constructs the widespread thought that the con-
cept of power and care are opposites.  

With the aim for a balanced, common future, 19 renowned 
researchers and leaders including biologist Frans de 
Waal, Nobel Prize winner Jody Williams, and Harvard 
associate professor of psychiatry, Richard Schwartz, Ph. 
D., present their work to the Dalai Lama, within the context 
of the forces of “power and care”. 

Power and Care includes perspectives from:
•	 Ethology, anthropology, and ecology
•	 Psychology, endocrinology, and neuroscience
•	 Spiritual and religious traditions
•	 Economics and society
•	 Personal commitment and global responsibility

While the notion of power can be seen as a neutral concept, 
neither harmful nor beneficial by definition, the Western 
historical perspective links it to concepts such as domi-
nation, instrumentalization, or sovereignty.  This idea of 
power as ‘power over’ is apparent in political, societal, and 
interpersonal spheres, as indicated by problems such as 
the wealth gap, racial and gender inequality, and countless 
others. 

At the other end of the spectrum is the notion of ‘caring 
for,’ an enabling force in the service of individual and social 
transformation. Care evokes concepts such as altruism, 
compassion, interdependence, and responsibility, and is 
customarily seen as incompatible with the notion of power.

In this provocative and inspiring book, the nature of the 
fundamental forces of power and care are comprehensive-
ly examined, as well as their expressions and the relations 
between them. 

This book serves to inspire readers and as a significant 
catalyst for the formulation of new research ideas and for 
imagining societal and governance structures that will 
contribute to a better world.

Dr. Tania Singer is the Director of the Department of Social Neuroscience at the Max 
Planck Institute for Human Cognitive and Brain Sciences in Leipzig, Germany. She is the 
principal investigator of a meditation based mental training study, The ReSource Project, 
and investigates how psychology can inform new models of Caring Economics.   

Matthieu Ricard is a former molecular biologist who became a Buddhist monk. He is 
the son of the renowned French philosopher Jean-François Revel, and the author or many 
bestselling titles, including The Monk and the Philosopher, and Altruism, The Power of 
Compassion to Change Yourself and the World. 

Kate Karius is a writer and a multidimensional artist. She serves to make the world a 
healthier, more beautiful place by supporting luminaries, mission-driven organizations, 
and businesses in bringing their messages out into the world.

Society | Psychology | Spirituality

POwer and care. tOwardS BaLance fOr Our cOMMOn future—
Science, SOciety and SPirituaLity in diaLOgue with the daLai LaMa

Matthieu ricard & tania Singer with Kate KariuS (eds.) 
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Orig. Title: L’Arabe du futur
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
180 pp. each
Vol. 1: 2014
Vol. 2: 2015
Vol. 3: 2016
Vol. 4: September 2018
Vol. 5: 2019

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS
English translation (vol. 1 + 2)

Translation rights sold to 20 
countries

Over 1 Million copies sold of 
Vols. 1, 2 & 3

• 2014 Fauve d’or Prize (Best 
Album of the Year)

• 2015 RTL Prize (Best Comic 
Strip Book)

• 2016 LA Times Book Prize 
(Graphic Novel/Comics 2016)

An internationally acclaimed bestseller

The Arab of the Future tells the story of Riad Sattouf’s 
childhood in the Middle East. The first volume (2014) 
covers the period from 1978 to 1984: from birth to the 
age of six, little Riad is shuttled between Libya, Brit- 
tany and Syria. The second volume (2015) tells the 
story of his first year of school in Syria (1984-1985). 
The third volume (2016) sees him between the ages of 
six and nine, the time he becomes aware of the society 
he is growing up in (1985-1987).

An international publishing phenomenon, the three 
volumes of The Arab of the Future have already sold 
more than one million copies worldwide. Translated 
into 20 languages, the albums have been awarded 
multiple prizes, including the Grand prix RTL for 
graphic novels in 2014, the Fauve d’or (Best Album 
Prize) at the 2015 international festival of graphic nov-
els in Angoulême and the Los Angeles Times Graphic 
Novel Prize in 2016.

The Arab of the Future will consist of five volumes.

Riad Sattouf is a cartoonist and filmmaker. Born in 1978, he spent his childhood between 
Libya, Syria and Brittany. He has been drawing comics for twenty years and published more 
than twenty books. Riad Sattouf is one of the few graphic novel authors to have won the Fauve 
d’or at the Angoulême festival twice (for Pascal Brutal 3 in 2010 and The Arab of the Future 
1 in 2015). As a filmmaker, he directed The French Kissers (Les Beaux Gosses, César for best 
debut film) and Jacky in Women’s Kingdom (Jacky au royaume des filles).

Graphic Memoir (5 volumes)

the araB Of the future

“A masterpiece.” — Posy Simmonds

“The most enjoyable graphic novel I’ve read in a while.” — Zadie Smith

“One of the great creators of our time.” — Alain de Botton

riad SattOuf
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Based on true stories told by Esther A.*, Esther’s 
Notebooks draw us into the daily life of a girl talking 
about school, friends, family, and pop stars.

Allary Editions will publish one volume per year, nine 
volumes in total. Each volume covers one year in the 
life of Esther, from her 10th through her 18th year, 
and each contains 52 stories for the 52 weeks of the 
year.

Volume 1: Esther is 10 years old. Who are Tal, Kendji 
Girac, and the Hotheads? What are the criteria of 
beauty that make young boys and girls popular? What 
can you do when your friends have more money than 
you do? What does the ‘brutal-bridge’ game consist 
of? How did Esther’s class feel about the attacks in 
Paris in January 2015? What do you do if you’re wor- 
ried about your breast size?

Volume 2: Esther is 11 years old. She tells us about 
the birth of her little brother, the terrorism attacks, 
the boys she is in love with, religious discussions with 
her best friend, her midget teacher, her mother who 
suddenly gained weight, her idiot big brother and her 
father, that hero...

Volume 3: Esther is a 12-year-old student in a pres- 
tigious college in the center of Paris. She is now a pre-
teen! The presidential elections, her first cell phone, 
her hamster Manuela, the arrival of acne, her con-
spiring brother, her left-wing partisan father, her 
far-right voting grandmother, President Macron, the 
Illuminati, and her love for sausage-apricot cake... 
Esther talks about everything!

*To protect the privacy of certain individuals, the 
names and identifying details have been changed.

Comics (9 volumes)

eSther’S nOteBOOKS 

“Young people talking without hesitation, making us laugh and worry: that’s why we need to 
read and reread Esther’s Notebooks. This is the future.” — L’Obs

“Something between Le Petit Nicolas by Sempé and Goscinny and Agrippine by Claire Bretécher, 
an amazing work, tender, earthy and powerful.”  — Télérama

“Behind the appealing image of a nice and unglazed little girl, hides the awfully cruel portrait of 
our times by a brilliant observer.” — Les Inrocks
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riad SattOuf (cOnt’d)

Orig. Title: Les Cahiers d’Esther
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
56 pp. each
Published yearly between 2016-
2024

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS
English sample (vol. 1)

Rights Sold
Italy (pre-pub) | Linus Magazine
Greece | Potamos
Germany | Reprodukt
Korea | Kugil Publishing
Spain | Sapristi/Roca
Portugal | Gradiva
Serbia | LOM Books
Turkey | Epsilon

Animated series adaptation by 
Canal+ to be broadcast in 
Autumn 2018

350,000+ copies sold of 
Vols. 1, 2 + 3
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Orig. Title: Devant la beauté de 
la nature
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
approx. 400 pp.
September 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS available soon

Alexandre Lacroix has been the managing editor of Philosophie Magazine since it 
was founded. His essays and novels have been translated into a dozen languages. His 
previous essays were What Binds Us (Ce qui nous relie, Allary Éditions, 2016) and To 
Bring Philosophy Back Down to Earth (Pour que la philosophie descende du ciel, Allary  
Editions, 2017)

Philosophy | Nature Writing
OBServing the Beauty Of nature

aLexandre LacrOix
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A fascinating journey through disciplines, eras 
and continents, opening our sensitivity to the 
landscapes that surround us.

Everyone is fascinated by the sight of the sunset, the 
seaside, the starry sky, the savannah or the mountains. 
Why do we have an aesthetic and not just utilitarian 
relationship with nature? Why do certain landscapes 
move us, soothe us, make us dreamy or joyful?

To answer these questions, Alexandre Lacroix gives us 
access to the great texts of aesthetics, from Epicurus to 
Kant and Thoreau, by addressing a discipline hitherto 
confined to a small circle of specialists: environmental 
aesthetics, which started in the mid-1960s in England 
and the United States.

For the purposes of his investigation, he also questions 
the sciences (theories of evolution, physiology, theories 
of perception) and the arts (painting, poetry, literature). 
And he isn’t merely satisfied with readings: he actually 
goes to the Sibylline Mountains and the coast of Liguria, 
Burgundy, to the forest of Fontainebleau or along the 
Wye River in England to hunt down the secrets of some 
places praised for their beauty.

The result is a fascinating journey through disciplines, 
eras and continents. An aesthetic essay that turns out to 
be political when it makes us discover the foundations of 
the ecological crisis that are anthropological (our sens-
es have blunted) and civilizational (we no longer live ac-
cording to the rhythm of nature). It is because we lose 
contact with nature that we mistreat it. Opening our sen-
sitivity to the landscapes that surround us is now vital.

Also available: 

Orig. Title: Pour que la philoso-
phie descende du ciel
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
235 pp. | February 2017

Territory: World excl. French

4,000+ copies sold

More than just a school subject, philosophy is in fact 
an emanation of the everyday life. Philosophizing 
shouldn’t be reserved to specialists and scholars. It is 
first and foremost an act of thought that is accessi-
ble to everyone, as long as we trust our own judgment 
and make the effort to consider our own condition. 

Drawing on that conviction, Alexandre Lacroix ex-
plores themes such as desire, courage, history, eroti-
cism, nature, language, aging, God and more…

tO Bring PhiLOSOPhy BacK dOwn tO earth 
Essay | Philosophy
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Orig. Title: Le noble art de la 
brouille
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
100 pp.
June 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS expected May 2018

Under Option
Germany, Korea

 MATTHIAS DEBUREAUX

DU NOBLE ART
DE LA BROUILLE

Allary Éditions

A funny book that makes you want to travel

Historically, the art of traveling blends with the art 
of talking about our travels. In other words, it blends 
with the art of annoying our relatives by showing off 
our happiness or pretending to be adventurers. Our 
ability to knock people out with our travel stories has 
become limitless, so we no longer give our audience 
any breathing space. 

Drawing from an ancestral know-how, Matthias 
Debureaux initiates us to this subtle art in this bitingly 
ironic manual that mocks all our failings as tourists. 
A short text that has a refined style and sharp wit.

Matthias Debureaux is the editor-in-chief of Citizen K magazine. His most recent 
book is How to Bore People with Your Travel Stories (De l’art d’ennuyer en racontant ses 
voyages, Allary Éditions, 2015).

Essay | Humor

the nOBLe art Of the QuarreL

MatthiaS deBureaux
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Finding inspiration in well-known quarrels, 
this hilarious guide explains how to fall out 
with your friends for life.

Dali and Buñuel, Sartre and Camus, Freud and 
Jung, Truffaut and Godard, Maria Callas and Renata 
Tebaldi: certain enmities last a lifetime.

“Friendship is just one stage of a quarrel,” said Robert 
de Montesquiou. But to remain angry until one’s last 
breath cannot be improvised. Enmity maintains it-
self, it has its rites, its customs, its right words. The 
quarrel is an ancient art of which our current era, 
with friendships that are tied and untied with one sin-
gle click, tends to make us forget the nobility.

By staging famous cheerful and erudite friendships 
that have become stubborn rancors, this guide raises 
the quarrel to the rank of the fine arts. An art to be 
practiced with stabs and repartees, which are as fun-
ny as they are lethal.

Orig. Title: De l’art d’ennuyer en 
racontant ses voyages
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
100 pp. 
November 2015

German translation available

Rights Sold
Germany, Korea

12,000+ copies sold

Also available: 

“You could die laughing. I read it in one fell swoop in Belgium, where I was giving 80 conferences about 
my travels.” — Sylvain Tesson
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Orig. Title: Life. À la vie à la mort 
il est tout pour moi
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
300 pp.
April 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

Postface by Professor Maurice 
Mimoun

After suffering burns over 95% of his body, 
he was saved by a full-body skin graft from 
his twin– a medical world-first.

An operator in a chemicals factory, Franck was 
handling a canister of inflammable material one 
September morning in 2016 when an explosion set 
him alight. It left 95% of his body surface burned and 
his vital organs at risk. His chances of survival were 
nonexistent: no major burn victim touched over 60% 
had ever been saved. One of the only parts of his skin 
that remained intact bore the tattooed word: “Life”.

His brother Eric immediately stepped forward to say 
that he was ready to donate his skin. His declaration 
was met with embarrassed looks from the doctors: 
this sort of graft was impossible. It was time to mourn, 
or just about. Franck being “alive” at all was a miracle.

But Eric insisted: he wanted to donate... after all, he 
added by chance, he was Franck’s twin.

This word set something off in Professor Maurice 
Mimoun, the head of the Saint-Louis Hospital’s major 
burns unit: “A real twin?”

Everything was set in motion: genetic tests, an exam-
ination by the biomedical agency, authorizations from 
the state prosecutor... the green light was given for 
this worldwide medical premier: an almost complete 
skin graft. 

Eric was “skinned alive” to help rescue his brother. 
And after months of uncertainty and struggle, Franck 
was indeed saved. The twins had overcome a certain 
death and were left happier, prouder and more alive 
than ever.

An exceptionally intense human adventure, set 
against the background of medical achievements.

Franck and Eric Dufourmantelle, 34 years-old, are twin brothers and live near 
Amiens in northern France. Franck works in a chemical plans. On September 26th 
2016, an explosion left burns covering over 95% of his body. Eric works in a pharma-
ceutical company. 45% of his skin was removed to graft onto Franck.

Catherine Siguret, a writer and screenwriter, has close to fifty books both to her 
own name and ghost-written for celebrities.

Personal Account

Life. he waS dOOMed, hiS twin BrOther Saved hiM

eric and francK dufOurManteLLe 
with catherine Siguret
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Orig. Title: En fait, je suis un 
garçon 
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
240 pp.
May 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS available soon

ISAAC BODROS
avec CLARISSE VERRIER

L'odyssée d'un adolescent transgenre

 EN FAIT,
JE SUIS UN GARÇON 

The first time a trans teen speaks out. A sen-
sitive book that speaks from the heart about 
a question that has been silenced in our soci-
ety for too long.

Born in a girl’s body, Isaac (named Tyla at birth) knew 
from a young age that he was a boy. Puberty betrayed 
him: deep down, he felt like a boy. Life was getting 
harder and he didn’t understand why. Online, he dis-
covered that he was not the only one to feel like their 
gender doesn’t correspond to their sex. He could final-
ly put a name to his identity: transgender. 

At 14 years old, he decided it was time to come out as a 
boy. Starting the school year as a girl, he will end it as 
a boy. He now answers to the name of Isaac and letters 
are addressed to ‘him’ instead of ‘her’. Supported by 
a loving family, he talks about his incredible journey 
from one gender to the other, at the age when identity 
is forged.

Isaac Bodros is 14 years old. Since school started in September 2017, he has been a 
student at a boarding school in the suburbs of Bordeaux.

Clarisse Verrier is a journalist and filmmaker. She has directed several television 
documentaries including ‘Girl or Boy, the dilemma faced by trans people’, where she 
met Isaac.

Personal Account

i’M a BOy, actuaLLy

iSaac BOdrOS with cLariSSe verrier
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Orig. Title: Le nouvel âge de l’hu-
manité. Les défis du posthuman-
isme expliqués à une lycéenne
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
300 pp.
May 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS available soon

Will new technologies change the course of 
human evolution? Will humanity survive?

For hundreds of thousands of years all human cultures 
have questioned the great mysteries of life – birth and 
death – but the rapid evolution of human societies in 
the past century is crashing into our thought systems. 

Should we take transhumanism seriously, beyond all 
the irony, utopias and fantasys? We must, and fast. 
Much more than a technophile trend, transhumanism 
represents a new era for humanity that envelops all 
aspects of our evolution. In the form of a conversa-
tion with a high school student, Pascal Picq explores 
how transhumanism is not just a passing fad and is 
already transitioning us towards a new age in the his-
tory of humanity. A third coevolution. 

In this lively and accessible text, Pascal Picq, a well-
known paleoanthropologist, examines the key ques-
tions of human evolution and takes a closer look at 
this changing era for humanity.

A paleoanthropologist and lecturer at the Collège de France, Pascal Picq is an expert 
in the evolution of humans, large primates, businesses and societies. His most recent 
book, Qui va prendre le pouvoir ? Les Grands singes, les hommes politiques ou les ro-
bots, was published by Editions Odile Jacob in 2017.

Essay | Society | Technology

the new age fOr huManity. the chaLLengeS Of POSthuManiSM 
exPLained tO a high SchOOL Student

PaScaL PicQ
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Cover not final
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Orig. Title: Neandertal de A à Z
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
600 pp.
January 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

The reference book on the Neanderthals

The Neanderthals are not completely extinct! They 
live on in our DNA…

But who were they really? How did they live? How did 
they take care of themselves? What was their habitat 
like? Did they practice cannibalism? How did they 
bury their dead? Were they artists? Why did they go 
extinct? What was their relationship with the Homo 
Sapiens? 

From abscesses to Zafarraya, via cave lions and tooth-
picks, this detailed dictionary presents the latest sci-
entific discoveries. The Neanderthal will never again 
be seen as an ape-like creature, inferior to our species. 

The Neanderthals from A to Z is the reference book 
that will return the Neanderthal to its rightful place 
in human history.

Marylène Patou-Mathis is a prehistorian and research director at the CNRS, lead-
ing the team for ‘Behaviours of Neandertalians and anatomically modern Humans’. 
She curated the exhibition on the Neanderthals on show at the French Natural History 
Museum from 29th March, 2018.

Essay | History

the neanderthaLS frOM a tO Z

“Being trendy is being Neanderthal…You’ll learn plenty of things from this book.” — France Info

“With this pedagogic and exhaustive approach, all kinds of readers will definitely find their 
niche! This book will expand your horizons!” — Site Hominidés 

MaryLène PatOu-MathiS
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Orig. Title: Chez les Yan
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
530 pp.
October 2017

Territory: World excl. French, 
Chinese simplified & complex 
characters

Material Available
French MS
English sample

7,000+ copies sold

YAN LAN

CHEZ LES YAN 
UNE FAMILLE AU CŒUR D’UN SIÈCLE 

D’HISTOIRE CHINOISE

CH
EZ

 L
ES

 Y
AN

   
YA

N
 L

A
N

This family saga recounts the transformations 
China has undergone since the early 20th cen-
tury to present day.

Yan Lan grew up surrounded by the most powerful men 
in China, from Zhou Enlai to Deng Xiaoping. Her grand-
father, initially a comrade-in-arms of the nationalist 
Chiang Kai-shek, later embraced the Communist cause 
and became a secret agent during the Second World 
War. Her father Yan Mingfu was a diplomat and Mao’s 
personal Russian interpreter. He is the only living wit-
ness to the discussions held between Mao and the Soviet 
leaders, but the Yan’s family life was turned upside down 
by the Cultural Revolution. 

Lan was nine years old when the Red Guards burst into 
the family apartment one evening. Her grandfather was 
thrown in prison and died seven months later and her 
father rotted in prison for seven-and-a-half years. Her 
diplomat mother Wu Keliang was accused of being from 
a counter-revolutionary family and was sent to a re-edu-
cation labour camp where she would spend the next five 
years with her daughter.

In recounting her family history, Yan Lan brings to 
life a century of Chinese history from the last emper-
or to the present day, including the Cultural Revolution 
which tore her childhood apart. The reader obtains a 
rare glimpse into the mysteries of a system which went 
off the rails and would decimate a large swathe of the 
intellectual, economic and political elite of the country. 
But China got back on its feet and the history of the Yans 
after Mao’s death echoes the renaissance of the country.

The little girl who was crushed by the Cultural Revolution 
has become one of the most active businesswomen in her 
country. In telling her and her family’s story, she serves up 
an intimate account of the history of contemporary China.

Yan Lan was born in 1957 in a big communist family. She has a PhD in international 
law, and since 2011 she heads the Lazard bank for Greater China (Beijing, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan).

Memoir | History | Narrative Non-Fiction

the yan faMiLy. a faMiLy at the center Of One hundred yearS 
in chineSe hiStOry

“Yan Lan, the Chinese banker who exorcises the Red Terror.” — Le Monde

Lan yan
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Writer and director of historical documentaries for TV (Arte, France 
Télévisions), Nicolas Jallot has also had several investigative books pub-
lished, including Un Dissident au KGB (Stock, 2011) and Manipulation de 
l’opinion (Stock, 2007).

Régis Genté, journalist living in Tbilisi, Georgia since 2002, he has been 
covering events from the former Soviet sphere (Caucasus, Central Asia, Russia 
and Ukraine)  for the past 15 years for Le Figaro, Radio France Internationale 
(RFI) and Le Monde Diplomatique.
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futBOL. a POLiticaL weaPOn, frOM StaLin tO Putin

Russia never seemed to be made for foot-
ball: too big, too cold, too isolated. And yet, 
as soon as the ball bounced back on Russian 
soil, it did better than merely acclimatize. It 
became the object of a popular fever that the 
Kremlin, from Stalin to Putin, has been seek-
ing to exploit.

Beria was not only the boss of the KGB, but also the 
godfather of the Dynamo Moscow and Tbilisi teams. 
He turned these clubs into instruments of a merci-
less fight against “the team of the people”, i.e. Spartak 
Moscow. For decades, the two clans clashed and all 
strikes were allowed, even deporting the best players 
of the opposing team to the Gulag.

In Russia, football is a political combat sport: the 
first matches in St. Petersburg that furiously resem-
bled class struggles; the “death match” of August 9, 
1942, between the Ukrainian FC Start and the Nazi 
Luftwaffe; the way the regime staged its stars like Lev 
Yachine; the “scientific” football that conquered the 
world during the Cold War; the relationship between 
oligarchs and this sport, and the eminently political 
organization of the 2018 World Cup.

Swarming with anecdotes featuring great leaders and 
Soviet champions, this book covers more than a cen-
tury of football and decrypts Russian power through 
the prism of the ball.

Régis Genté and Nicolas Jallot are journalists, spe-
cializing in the former Soviet bloc.

Essay | Politics

Orig. Title: Futbol : Le ballon
rond, de Staline à Poutine, une
arme politique
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
250 pp.
June 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

nicOLaS JaLLOt and régiS genté
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Orig. Title: Le Silence du moteur
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
220 pp.
August 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Under Option
China

For readers of Laurent Mauvigni-
er’s Continuer (Continue); Jean-
Philippe Toussaint’s Fuir (Running 
Away) and Olivier Bourdeaut’s En 
attendant Bojangles (Waiting for 
Bojangles)

Olivier Lebé (1963) has worked amongst others as a musician and a composer. His 
debut novel Repulse Bay was awarded the 2013 First Novel Prize.

Literary Fiction

the SiLence Of the engine

OLivier LeBé
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To save his depressed teenage daughter, a 
father drives her around on the Los Angeles 
freeways, from early morning to late at 
night. When their wanderings end, the girl 
is saved and her father, alone and faced with 
himself, surrenders to the fragility and the 
beauty of life.

Pierre and Romy. A father and his teenage daugh-
ter. They are French, but settled in Los Angeles. The 
American mother is absorbed by her work. The father 
and daughter have distanced themselves from their 
common existence. He no longer works. Depressed 
and suicidal, she no longer goes to school. Pierre takes 
her from clinic to clinic, tries to understand what’s go-
ing on, never leaves her alone for fear of losing her. 
Most of the time, they drive aimlessly on the high-
ways of Los Angeles. They say no to the hospital, to 
the doctors, to confinement, to the norm. They would 
like to drive on forever.

The father finds a house in Topanga, “the place above”, 
above the clouds, overlooking the Pacific, where the 
mountains meet the sea and the roads seem to float 
in the sky. A one-of-a-kind territory, a refuge for dis-
sidents. Romy meets those she needs: Nava, André, 
Michele... and takes off. The roaming of the car ends 
there.

Left to himself, Pierre picks up a de-construction 
movement he started years ago. One by one, he tears 
down the mythologies that have shaped him: music, 
art, passionate love, paternity. He continues his life 
like a broken down car continues its momentum, in 
the silence of the engine. This is the moment to sur-
render to the momentum, to forget what he thought 
he was, to love uncertainty. To live, because it’s worth 
it.

In a beautiful, atmospheric and musical language, The 
Silence of the Engine retraces a kind of disappear-
ance, of exhaustion as a necessary passage towards 
a greater freedom, towards the renewed feeling of life 
and human community.
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Orig. Title: Le Champ de bataille
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
220 pp.
March 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Rights Sold
Netherlands | De Bezige Bij (preempt)
Italy | Stile Libero/Einaudi (preempt)
Czech Republic | Host (auction)
Romania | Vellant

The narrator is a taxi driver. He gave up his 
teenage dreams to build a nice, comfortable 
life, but two meetings will change everything.

Until then, there had been the men and women he 
drove around in his taxi, who warmed his heart as 
they confided in him. 

The interior monologue of the narrator deeply moves 
us, since it describes a battle against the ravages of 
time and the feelings that are encurred in time’s pass-
ing. His sensual and heartfelt writing examines an is-
sue that affects all of us at one time or another: does 
love deserve a second chance?

Jérôme Colin is the host of “Hep taxi”, a weekly show on national Belgian TV. He also 
hosts “Entrez sans frapper”, a daily cultural program on national Belgian radio, and is 
a journalist for the weekly magazine “Moustique”. He published his first novel Avoiding 
Tolls (Évitez les péages) in 2015.

Literary Fiction

the BattLefieLd

JérôMe cOLin
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Teen angst… as seen by the parents. A nov-
el about family when emotions are running 
high, like on a battlefield.

The problem with having kids is that they grow up. 
With no warning, one day they start slamming doors, 
getting bad grades and talking in monosyllables. 
Above all, they stop seeing you as perfect. And that 
can be hard to take.

Science tells us that it is not their fault. It’s their de-
veloping brain that makes them lazy, impulsive and 
incapable of picking up their own socks. But still. 
Humanity has created nothing worse than the teens 
of the digital age.

This is the story of a couple pushed to breaking point 
by the repeat offensives launched by their fifteen-
year-old son. They have done nothing wrong. But war 
has broken out. And they are not ready. The school 
gives up and the father spins out of control, while the 
mother is trying desperately to calm everyone down.

Orig. Title: Évitez les péages
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
200 pp. 
May 2015

German translation available

Rights Sold
Germany

5,000+ copies sold

Also available:

“Rhythm, depth, and impact. I held my breath…But not my tears!” —    Joëlle Scoriels, RTBF

“A book that’s funny sometimes, but also very touching. It rings true from start to finish. We loved it!” 
— Ciné Télé Revue
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Orig. Title: Paris-Venise
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
240 pp.
January 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

A debut novel that takes a humorous look at 
the precarious generation, drifting between 
unemployment and casual work. 

Fred, in his early forties, floats along from day to day, 
until he finds out that his entitlement to benefits and 
the little money he receives is coming to an end. There 
is nothing for it: he has to get down to work. He won’t 
find a paid job, but he will find problems. Because 
Fred, out of laziness or naivety, has a nasty habit of 
landing himself in trouble…

From Paris to Malaga, Showing Up takes us on a com-
ic series of adventures with a character that is as like-
able as he is disillusioned. A modern-day comedy in 
which the precarious generation appears behind the 
laughter.

Florent Oiseau, 27 years old, has been a gas station worker, unemployed, barman, 
dishwasher, night receptionist, bread factory worker, crepe maker, and a sleeper 
steward on the Paris-Venice night train. His first novel Showing Up (Je vais m’y 
mettre, Allary Éditions, 2016) was praised as one of the funniest books of the year.

Fiction

PariS-venice

fLOrent OiSeau
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Inspired by real life events, Paris-Venice dis-
plays the talent of Florent Oiseau with his ad-
mirable blend of humor and sensitivity.

Roman has just got a job on the Paris-Venice, the 
night train with the most delays in Europe. It’s a sign. 
His life is running behind schedule too. At almost 30, 
getting this job as a steward, is like a confirmation…

With illegal immigrants, drunken customs officers 
and pickpockets descending to plunder the wagon 
once the passengers are asleep, it’s a moving theatre 
where anything can happen. Even falling in love.

Orig. Title: Je vais m’y mettre
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
224 pp. 
August 2016

Territory: World excl. French

4,000+ copies sold

Also available: 

“This hilarious book is about tragedy…Oiseau, with his corrosive pen and his ingenuous character, recounts the 
order to abandon his humanity to meet degrading performance criteria.” — L’Humanité 

“We savor this sparkling and witty writing, inflected with street talk that, beyond its humorous dimension, trans-
lates a reality full of traps and gloom. A nice, atmospheric novel.” — Moustique

“Florent Oiseau has writing in his blood and banter at his lips. He’s gotten us quite excited with this story, which 
must speak to his talent!” — L’Obs



19

Ludovic Escande is an editor of French literature at Gallimard where he publishes 
Sylvain Tesson, among others. He is a member of the Gallimard reading committee and 
director of the Arpenteur collection.
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cLiMBing MOnt BLanc

When Jean-Christophe Rufin and Sylvain 
Tesson take an editor who suffers from ver-
tigo up to an altitude of 4800 m, climbing 
Mont Blanc becomes an adventure marked 
by literature and friendship.

“One winter’s evening, I was having supper with my 
writer friend Sylvain Tesson and confessed that I 
wasn’t doing well: I was going through a divorce and it 
was getting me down. I was not myself. He suggested 
making one of my oldest dreams come true: climbing 
Mont Blanc. At that point, I had never been climbing 
in my life. And for a good reason: I suffer from ver-
tigo; climbing a ladder makes me panic. But moun-
tain climbing was a childhood dream, so I followed 
Sylvain’s instructions: don’t give up smoking, don’t 
drink less, and go running at least three times a week.

Six months later, we were getting ready to climb our 
first mountain: the Pointe Percée, in the Aravis range, 
near Chamonix. It is a magnificent rocky summit, 
high in the sky, like they put on postcards. I had still 
not gotten over my serious problem with vertigo and 
had never set foot on a mountain face, but Sylvain led 
me to the top. A few days later, with Jean-Christophe 
Rufin and Daniel Du Lac, a world champion climber, 
I would set off to conquer Mont Blanc and experience 
one of the most intense and beautiful weeks of my life.”

This book tells the story of this climb. A mountain 
climbing story, of course, but also a story of friend-
ship, a portrait of two magnificent writers, and a rule 
for living: never give up on your childhood dreams.

“The book hides a touching, captivating and sometimes very amusing story. The subject, moreover, is 
very serious: to put oneself to the test, to  put oneself to the test, to look deep within to overcome one’s 
demons, to overcome one’s fears, and to trust one’s friends.”  —  Andrea Canobbio, Giulio Einaudi Editore 

“A sincere and rather comical narrative coming less from Roger Frison-Roche than from gonzo moun-
taineering accompanied by a lesson in life. Maybe men have a need for weakness.” — Livres Hebdo

Narrative Non-Fiction | Travel Writing

Orig. Title: L’Ascension du mont 
Blanc
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
150 pp.
August 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Rights Sold
Italy | Einaudi (auction)
Germany | Malik/Piper (preempt)
Korea | Mujin Tree
Netherlands | De Arbeiderspers
China | Archipel Press

18,000+ copies sold

LudOvic eScande



20

Orig. Title: Instants précieux
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
200 pp.
May 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

Intense or gentle, dark or full of joy, precious 
moments are what make a life special. 

“I am the camel walking by, bright and lucid, ironical 
and curious. Humour is my armour, surprise is my 
joy, and I pass through life as a perpetual tenant, just 
a grain of sand without illusions.”

A glass of water with his daughter on a shaded terrace. 
A day spent alone in a Japanese garden. He remem-
bers his conversations with Francois Mitterand when 
he was eighteen years old. His solitary youth. His 
best friend died at the hospital. Bernard Cazeneuve 
took him to China and made him laugh a lot. He was 
amazed by Jean-Louis Dumas. A Cambodian temple 
opened the door to his imagination. Raymond Barre 
would talk to him of politics in simple restaurants. 
Pierre Bergé surprised him. He hardly ever saw his 
father. At fifteen or sixteen, a French teacher changed 
his vision of life. He is the mayor of his village, a child-
hood debt. 

Christian Blanckaert is the author of several books, including Les chemins du Luxe 
(Grasset, 1996), Portraits en clair-obscur, (Ballard, 2003) and Roger Salengro, chro-
nique d’une calomnie (Ballard, 2004). 

Literary Fiction

PreciOuS MOMentS

chriStian BLancKaert 
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Orig. Title: Le Pouvoir de la voix
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
288 pp.
April 2016

Territory: World excl. French

English translation available

Rights Sold
USA, Russia, Taiwan, Greece 

4,000+ copies sold

A world-renowned physician reveals the secrets of the 
greatest ‘voice artists’ and helps us to better use our 
own. Jean Abitbol is the doctor of the greatest French 
and American voice professionals. Based on many 
meetings and anecdotes, this book is a scientific and 
personal journey into the discovery of this instrument 
that each of us has, but of which many have never tru-
ly measured the power: our voice.

Jean Abitbol is a speech pathologist, a doctor of the voice. 
Close to the “Voice Foundation” since its inception, he has 
spent his entire career between France and the United 
States, treating Celine Dion and François Mitterrand, among 
others.

Essay | Popular Science

the POwer Of the vOice 

Orig. Title: Trois amis en quête 
de sagesse
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions/
Editions de l’Iconoclaste
530 pp. | January 2016

Territory: World excl. French. 
German, Italian, Korean, Greek, 
and Spanish rights handled by les 
Editions de l’Iconoclaste

English translation available

Rights Sold
Brazil, Korea, Spain, Vietnam, 
Poland, Taiwan, Turkey, Italy, 
Romania, China, Thailand, USA

400,000+ copies sold

A philosopher, a monk, a psychiatrist, three old 
friends who are all well-known for their wisdom and 
for the values they defend in their books and in the 
media, explore the question of what creates joy and 
hardship in life. They draw the most essential lessons 
from their life paths, their reading and their years of 
personal and professional research in order to accom-
pany each of us on our road through life. Through 
them, each of us can learn about the task of living.

Matthieu Ricard is a Buddhist monk and a photogra-
pher. Alexandre Jollien is a philosopher and a writer. 
Christophe André is a psychiatrist, one of the main 
French specialists in the psychology of emotions and 
feelings.

Essay | Psychology | Spirituality

three friendS in Search Of wiSdOM
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Orig. Title: Un café avec Voltaire
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher:  Allary Editions
317 pp.
May 2016

Territory: World excl. French

Portuguese translation available

Rights Sold
Brazil, Spain

3,000+ copies sold

Voltaire is more up-to-date than ever. His life was as 
exciting as his ideas were visionary. Instead of a tra-
ditional biography, Louis Bériot presents Voltaire’s 
fascinating idea- and action-filled life through a few 
decisive encounters with key 18th-century figures, 
staged with stunning realism. The subjects they dis-
cuss include power, religion, superstition, fanaticism 
and intolerance. This book is like a stroll through a 
past that has never seemed so present.

Journalist Louis Bériot is a former director of program-
ming for Antenne 2 then France 2 and has written over 
20 books and a dozen screenplays. He has helped to found 
several organizations working to protect the environment.

Biography | Essay | History
cOffee with vOLtaire



Orig. Title: Alexandre Grothen-
dieck: Sur les traces du dernier 
génie des mathématiques
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
272 pp.
February 2016

Territory: World excl. French

10,000+ copies sold

• 2016 Prix LiRE (Best Science 
Book)

Alexandre Grothendieck, who died in 2014, was seen 
by his peers as the last true mathematical genius. He 
invented modern geometry and left thousands of pages 
of notes that may contain keys to human existence. For 
over 25 years, he lived a solitary existence in a small 
village in the foothills of the Pyrenees, refusing all con-
tact with his ex-fellow mathematicians, ex-wives and 
lovers, former students and even his own children. 
Nevertheless, Philippe Douroux is able to tell this mis-
anthropic genius’s life story.

Philippe Douroux is a journalist for Libération. With a 
long-term fascination for Grothendieck’s work and his life 
story, he spent several weeks in the village of Lasserre, ob-
serving the mathematician.

Essay | Biography

aLexandre grOthendiecK
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Orig. Title: Notre France
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
260 pp.
October 2016

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Greece 

25,000+ copies sold

The forgotten history of humanist and cosmopolitan 
France. Raphaël Glucksmann’s book revisits large 
“universal” and “humanist” moments in the history 
of France and remembers how this country has be-
come, in the eyes of the world, “the country of human 
rights.”

Raphaël Glucksmann has been a columnist for the 
weekly newsmagazine L’Obs since 2016 and the director of 
Le nouveau magazine littéraire since December 2017.

Essay

Our france

Orig. Title: Je viens d’Alep. 
Itinéraire d’un réfugié ordinaire
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
224 pp.
March 2017

English sample available

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Romania, Brazil 

7,000+ copies sold

The first account of a refugee from Aleppo who fled 
the fighting and crossed the Aegean to seek refuge 
in France. This book tells the exodus of a child from 
Aleppo’s poor neighborhoods who is in love with nov-
elist Flaubert and poet Eluard, traveling from the 
banks of the Levant to the Breton coasts, passing 
through Istanbul and the refugee camps of the island 
of Leros. The odyssey of an anonymous hero who, at 
the peril of his life, crossed the Aegean Sea aboard a 
small plastic boat in search of a safe haven.

Joude Jassouma (1983), originally from Aleppo in Syria, 
was welcomed in Martigné-Féchaud, a village in Brittany. 

Laurence de Cambronne was editor-in-chief at Elle 
and writes for M Le Monde. 

Personal Account

i’M frOM aLePPO

JOUDE JASSOUMA
avec LAURENCE DE CAMBRONNE

JE VIENS D’ALEP
ITINÉRAIRE D’UN RÉFUGIÉ ORDINAIRE
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Orig. Title: Elle, Edmonde
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
222 pp.
January 2017

Territory: World excl. French

7,000+ copies sold

War, fashion, literature, feminism: this 
woman’s destiny embraces Europe’s History 
for the last 70 years.

Edmonde Charles-Roux. A member of the resistance, 
lover, successful author, fashion icon, socialist, pres-
ident of the Goncourt academy, muse to a rap band. 
A woman who lived a thousand lives: passionate and 
politically engaged, devilishly novelesque. Rebellious, 
brave, full of desire, talent and contradiction, 
Edmonde was nothing less than a free woman.

A bourgeois woman drawn to marginalised people, 
she became the muse to famous writers, painters and 
avant-garde photographers. She was also a feminist 
who was not afraid of men. With Gaston Deferre, 
the flamboyant mayor of Marseille, Minister of the 
Interior under Mitterrand, she formed a legendary 
couple that navigated between the luxuries of the po-
litical class and the world of the workers.

Jean-Noël Liaut is a writer and translator. He has pub-
lished several biographies including The Many Lives of 
Miss K: Toto Koopman - Model, Muse, Spy and Elsa Triolet 
and Lili Brik, The Rebellious Sisters, which was awarded 
the Académie française historical biography prize in 2015.

Biography

She, edMOnde

Orig. Title: Avec vue sous la mer
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
262 pp. | March 2014

Territory: World excl. French

German translation available

Rights Sold
Korea, Germany, Taiwan 

Film adaptation by M6 Film 
International, shooting in 
2018/2019

5,000+ copies sold

With a View Below the Sea is an exceptional 
testimony in which the author recounts his 
life as a modern slave in the hold of a gigan-
tic cruise ship.

One morning, Slimane Kader decides to get a job on 
a cruise ship in the Caribbean Sea. He ends up being 
a handyman in a floating city, which carries 8,000 
passengers. 6,000 of them have a view of the sea: the 
tourists. The other 2,000 live below sea level. They 
are modern slaves, whose task it is to meet the de-
sires of the upper floors. Told with verve and humor, 
With a View Below the Sea is a book that has surged 
from a blind spot in our contemporary society, from 
which usually no literature arises. A hilarious com-
edy, which is also an exceptional testimony on the 
dark side of mass tourism.

After having lived in Seine Saint Denis, near Paris, 
Slimane Kader signed up two years ago to go work on 
cruise ships in the Caribbean Sea. With a View Below the 
Sea is being adapted to the big screen.

Narrative Non-Fiction

with a view BeLOw the Sea
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Orig. Title: Devenir Christian Dior
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
200 pp.
November 2016

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Bulgaria, Russia, Czech Republic, 
Taiwan, Poland; Film Rights

• 2016 Prix Renaudot Essay 
(longlisted)

5,000+ copies sold

In an elegant style, this biography tells the story of 
Christian Dior, plunging us into the cultural and 
artistic avant-garde of the first half of the twentieth 
century. In Paris, in the twenties, a young man was 
seeking out his path. Christian, not yet Dior, did not 
know how to express his talent. He hesitated, feeling 
his way, designing hats and doing illustrations for 
the fashion press. After the WWII Liberation he pre-
sented his first collection. The Dior house became 
the embodiment of French chic, and Dior himself at 
once became myth.

François-Olivier Rousseau has authored Edward’s Child 
(Prix Médicis 1981), Sébastien Doré (Marcel Proust Prize 
1986), Wannsee Station (Grand Prix du Roman de l’Académie 
française 1988) and The Ferryman (Stock, 2001). He is also a 
screenwriter.

Narrative Non-Fiction
BecOMing chriStian diOr

Allary Éditions

FRANÇOIS-OLIVIER ROUSSEAU

DEVENIR
CHRISTIAN DIOR

Orig. Title: Ultimes
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
150 pp. | November 2015

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Brazil, Korea, China

3,000+ copies sold

80 examples of historical figures’ last words. Some are 
profound, some frivolous, some funny… But they are 
all touching, because they are the last thing these influ-
ential people said. Each of the 80 quotes that make up 
this book is followed by a short explanation that sets it 
in context, giving it greater resonance. An instructing 
and moving book: unconventional, yet easy to read.

Philippe Nassif is a journalist and an editorial advisor to 
Philosophie magazine.

Essay | Gift Book

finaL wOrdS

Orig. Language: English
Orig. Publisher: Allary Editions
235 pp.
February 2017 (French edition)

Territory: World excl. French and 
German

English, French and German MS 
available

Rights Sold
Germany, Spain, USA, Korea, the 
Netherlands, Brazil, Czech Repub-
lic, Italy, Vietnam

30,000+ copies sold

Matthieu Ricard has been a Buddhist monk for forty 
years. Often invited to universities all over the world 
to take part in brain studies, he is one of the world’s 
most experienced meditators. A neurobiologist, Wolf 
Singer is one of the world’s leading brain specialists. 
For eight years, they have been sharing their knowl-
edge and together questioning how the mind works.  
On each point, Matthieu Ricard and Wolf Singer con-
front two schools of thought. 

Matthieu Ricard is a Buddhist monk, a bestselling au-
thor and a photographer. A molecular geneticist, he has 
served as an interpreter for the Dalai Lama. 

Wolf Singer is director Emeritus at the Max Planck 
Institute for Brain Research in Frankfurt and Founding 
Director of both the FIAS and the ESI for Neuroscience in 
Cooperation with Max Planck Society.

Psychology | Science | Spirituality

BeyOnd the SeLf



eD I T I O N S  D U  D E T O U R

Les Éditions du Détour was created in Paris in 2016 by Bertrand Bernard and Juliette 
Mathieu. Their first year of publication includes eight non-fiction titles, all linked with 
the same goal: giving all readers the keys to understand and address our society.  Their 
list covers all political questions: our emphasis on the workplace, modern history, role 
of the minorities, politics, universities, social contracts, etc. Their books are complex, 
open, active, and informed, on a human scale.

www.editionsdudetour.com
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Orig. Title: L’impossible Con-
sentement: L’Affaire Joséphine 
Hugues
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Ed. du Détour
192 pp.
March 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

First book of the history collection 
Le Devenir du passé, directed 
by well-known French historian 
Michèle Riot-Sarcey.

A real historical journey that allows one to 
understand how “producing” consent (or re-
fusal) is not a free and isolated decision with-
in one person, but a clustered result of power 
dynamics among many.

1865, South France, in Guiols, village in Var’s interior 
Timothee Castellan is a young ex-worker in the cork 
industry. Young and seductive, yet club-footed and 
wounded by his old job, he pretends he can’t speak. 
In July 1865, he is convicted to 12 years of prison for 
having raped Joséphine Hugues, a 26-year-old single 
laborer, under “magnetism”. 

At the time, the existence of magnetism (an old name 
for hypnosis) was not acknowledged by medical au-
thorities, so hypnosis didn’t officially exist. At the 
time, very few sexual aggressors were condemned, 
and their victims systematically had to prove their 
innocence. But none of this happened in Josephine’s 
case. Josephine has been declared innocent because 
she could not have consented under hypnosis, leaving 
Timothee Castellan severely condemned.

Edelman studies the domination relationships around 
the couple, showing version after version, that every-
one around Joséphine and Timothée had interests in 
her innocence. This book is the brilliant demonstra-
tion that consent isn’t an individual decision but the 
result of a tight power environment.

Edelman transcribes the archives, testimonies of 
the case, and the numerous medical experts reread-
ing during 50 years this first occurrence of hypno-
sis (among them Tourette, Charcot etc.). She studies 
the explosive political situation of this anti-Louis- 
Napoléon Bonaparte region newly integrated in 
France, examines the social situation of these cork 
workers in South France (the new proletariat begin-
ning to get organized), as well as local power issues. 
Throughout everything, this book gives us Josephine’s 
version, until now untold.

Nicole Edelman is an honorary lecturer in contemporary history at Paris-Ouest 
- Nanterre University, France. Her work focuses on fields ostracized by political, 
scientific or religious power. Her publications include: Histoire de la voyance et 
du paranormal, Albin Michel, 2014; Voyantes, guérisseuses et visionnaires en 
France, 1785-1914, Albin Michel, 2013.

Essay | True Crime | History

the iMPOSSiBLe cOnSent. JOSePhine hugueS’ caSe

nicOLe edeLMan
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Orig. Title: Des intrus en poli-
tique. Femmes et minorités : 
dominations et résistances
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Ed. du Détour
224 pp.
January 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Nos représeNtaNts politiques oNt loNgtemps été des 
hommes blaNcs et aisés. Aujourd’hui la situation change 
et quelques places ont été cédées à des femmes, des 
personnes racialisées, issues des classes populaires ou 
homosexuels.

Pourtant pour ces intrus, le système politique s’appa-
rente à une arène, tant le fait d’y entrer et de s’y maintenir 
relève de stratégies de combat. Attaques personnelles, 
soupçons d’incompétence, manœuvres collectives : 
tout est bon pour juguler l’ouverture. Mais les nouveaux 
entrants ne sont pas démunis : jouer un rôle, se fondre 
dans le moule, brandir sa différence sont quelques-unes 
des multiples armes dont ils disposent, dont certaines à 
double tranchant.

Mathilde Larrère et Aude Lorriaux réussissent le double 
pari d’expliquer ces luttes sur le temps long de l’histoire 
depuis la Révolution française, et à hauteur de femme 
et d’homme. Elles ont interrogé plus de trente person-
nalités politiques, au plus haut niveau de responsabilité 
comme au niveau local, au sein des institutions comme 
à l’intérieur des partis. Une exploration rare de ceux qui, 
longtemps exclus du pouvoir, parviennent à s’y hisser.

19,50 €
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Mathilde Larrère est maîtresse de 
conférence en histoire politique 
du xxe siècle à l’université Paris-
est Marne-la-Vallée, chroniqueuse 
pour Arrêt sur Image et 
détricoteuse pour Médiapart.

Aude Lorriaux est journaliste, 
spécialisée en politique et 
discriminations. Elle travaille,  
entre autres, pour Slate.

Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi pas aussi des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les femmes, demain 
les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En respectant la coutume des palabres, elle favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le cerveau des 

femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, enlève les boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute pas ce 
qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est tête de liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue d’un 

orang-outang descendu de son palmier. — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — 
tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un concurrent, vu son âge — Il a une tronche pas catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un très riche lobby gay qui le 

soutient — Débraillé en marcel — Ah merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — Si vous votez pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — On ne 
met pas sur les listes, parce que les Français ne sont pas prêts. — Si vous en connaissez une qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me

 -quota — beurette de service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas mal de nous mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si possible une femme. — Il 
n’y a pas de raison pour que Mohamed vote pour Dupont et Dupont pour Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un 

homme. — Pourquoi pas aussi des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En respectant la coutume 
des palabres, elle favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le cerveau des femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, 

enlève les boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est 
tête de liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue d’un orang-outang descendu de son palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui 

va garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — Va t’occuper de tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un concurrent, vu son âge — Si vous votez pour 
la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — Il a une tronche pas catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un très riche lobby gay qui le soutient — Débraillé en 

marcel — Ah merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — Si vous votez pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — On ne vous met pas sur les listes, parce 
que les Français ne sont pas prêts. — Si vous en connaissez une qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me l’envoyer — femme-quota — beurette de 
service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas mal de nous mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si possible une femme. — Il n’y a pas de raison 
pour que Mohamed vote pour Dupont et Dupont pour Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi 

pas aussi des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En respectant la coutume des palabres, elle 
favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le cerveau des femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, enlève les 

boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est tête de 
liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue d’un orang-outang descendu de son palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va 

garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — Va t’occuper de tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un concurrent, vu son âge — Il a une tronche pas 
catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un très riche lobby gay qui le soutient — Débraillé en marcel — Ah merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — 

Si vous votez pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — On ne vous met pas sur les listes, parce que les Français ne sont pas prêts. — Si vous en connaissez 
une qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me l’envoyer — femme-quota — beurette de service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas mal de 

nous mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si possible une femme. — Il n’y a pas de raison pour que Mohamed vote pour Dupont et Dupont pour 
Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi pas aussi des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les 

femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En respectant la coutume des palabres, elle favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le 
cerveau des femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, enlève les boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute 
pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est tête de liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue 

d’un orang-outang descendu de son palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — Va 
t’occuper de tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un concurrent, vu son âge — Il a une tronche pas catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un très riche lobby gay qui le 

soutient — Débraillé en marcel — Ah merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — Si vous votez pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! —  
On ne vous met pas sur les listes, parce que les Français ne sont pas prêts. — Si vous en connaissez une qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me 

l’envoyer — femme-quota — beurette de service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas mal de nous mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si 
possible une femme. — Il n’y a pas de raison pour que Mohamed vote pour Dupont et Dupont pour Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un 

siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi pas aussi des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En 
respectant la coutume des palabres, elle favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le cerveau des femmes est plus petit que celui des 

hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, enlève les boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit 
sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est tête de liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue d’un orang-outang descendu de son 

palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — Va t’occuper de tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un 
concurrent, vu son âge — Il a une tronche pas catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un très riche lobby gay qui le soutient — Débraillé en marcel  

— Si vous en connaissez une qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me l’envoyer — Merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — Si vous votez 
pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — On ne vous met pas sur les listes, parce que les Français ne sont pas prêts.  — femme-quota — beurette de 

service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas mal de nous mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si possible une femme. — Il n’y a pas de raison 
pour que Mohamed vote pour Dupont et Dupont pour Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi 

pas aussi des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En respectant la coutume des palabres, elle 
favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le cerveau des femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, enlève les 

boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est tête de 
liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue d’un orang-outang descendu de son palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va 

garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — Va t’occuper de tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un concurrent, vu son âge — Il a une tronche pas 
catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un très riche lobby gay qui le soutient — Débraillé en marcel — Ah merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — Si 

vous votez pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — On ne vous met pas sur les listes, parce que les Français ne sont pas prêts. — Si vous en connaissez une 
qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me l’envoyer — femme-quota — beurette de service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas 

mal de nous mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si possible une femme. — Il n’y a pas de raison pour que Mohamed vote pour 
Dupont et Dupont pour Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi pas aussi des 

quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En respectant la coutume des palabres, elle 
favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le cerveau des femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour —  

Allez, enlève les boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit 
sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est tête de liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue d’un orang-outang 
descendu de son palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — Va 

t’occuper de tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un concurrent, vu son âge — Il a une tronche pas catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un 
très riche lobby gay qui le soutient — Débraillé en marcel — Ah merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — Si vous votez 

pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — On ne vous met pas sur les listes, parce que les Français ne sont pas prêts. — Si 
vous en connaissez une qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me l’envoyer — femme-quota — beurette de 

service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas mal de nous mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si 
possible une femme. — Il n’y a pas de raison pour que Mohamed vote pour Dupont et Dupont pour 

Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi pas aussi 
des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En 

respectant la coutume des palabres, elle favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le cerveau des 
femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, enlève les boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle 

mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle 
est tête de liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue d’un orang-outang descendu 

de son palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas 
ministre.  — Va t’occuper de tes enfants — Ce n’est pas un concurrent, vu son âge — Il a une tronche pas 

catholique — Pas cette lesbienne — Il y a un très riche lobby gay qui le soutient — Débraillé en marcel — Ah merde, on l’a oubliée — À part ça, il est parfait. — Si 
vous votez pour la beurette, on va perdre la mairie ! — On ne vous met pas sur les listes, parce que les Français ne sont pas prêts. — Si vous en connaissez une 
qui sait chasser le sanglier, vous pouvez toujours me l’envoyer — femme-quota — beurette de service — C’est bien, elle est jolie — Ça ne serait pas mal de nous 

mettre quelqu’un d’origine maghrébine, mais si possible une femme. — Il n’y a pas de raison pour que Mohamed vote pour Dupont et Dupont pour 
Mohamed » — Chaque siège occupé par une femme est un siège perdu pour un homme. — Pourquoi pas aussi des quotas laitiers, hein ? — Aujourd’hui les 

femmes, demain les beurs, les noirs et les handicapés. — En respectant la coutume des palabres, elle favorise l’apaisement. — Beau petit oiseau des îles. — Le 
cerveau des femmes est plus petit que celui des hommes. — Pompadour — Allez, enlève les boutons ! — Peut-être avait-elle mis cette robe pour qu’on n’écoute 
pas ce qu’elle avait à dire — À poil ! — Qu’elle soit sur les tatamis ou au lit, elle est tête de liste — Pot de fleur — C’est une sauvage — On dirait la confession émue 

d’un orang-outang descendu de son palmier — Cot, cot, cot codec !  — Mais qui va garder les enfants ? — Tu es enceinte, tu ne seras pas ministre.  — Va 
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Des intrus  
en politique
Femmes et minorités :  
dominations et résistances
Mathilde Larrère & Aude Lorriaux

Intrus_couv_ok.indd   1 17/12/2017   19:47

Mathilde Larrère, historian, and Aude 
Lorriaux, journalist, focus on the transition 
from a historically white, male, and rich 
elected body to today’s slightly mixed French 
politicians. 

From the French Revolution to today, how did wom-
en, and also homosexuals and racialized people, make 
their way through the closed door of politics? 

This book is both a historical analysis of this transi-
tion and its struggles, and an investigation of current 
French politics: what typical methods of discrimina-
tion are, and what strategies you can use to fight back.

Ex-ministers, deputies, mayors, even ordinary par-
ty members, from all political opinions explain what 
they had to face and fight (or use) to make their way to 
national representation.

Mathilde Larrère is a lecturer in 19th century political history at the University 
Paris-Est Marne La Vallée. She is also a weekly contributor to Arrêt sur images and 
Mediapart and her historical threads on Twitter reach a wide audience.

Aude Lorriaux is a freelance journalist specializing in discrimination and politics.

Essay | Politics

intruderS in POLiticS. wOMen and MinOritieS, 
dOMinatiOn and reSiStance

“ ‘Someone who invites themselves into a group or residence without having qualification for admission or 
invitation’: These are “intruders,” according to Larousse. Nuisances that barge in uninvited. The political 
space, where public affairs concerning all citizens are handled, should welcome all – or represent them at 
the very least; ‘without distinction as to origin, race, or religion’ according to the first article of the Consti-
tution.” – Jean-Baptiste de Montvalon, Le Monde

“A detailed investigation […] extremely rich and complex on identity in politics.” – Télérama

MathiLde Larrère and aude LOrriaux
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Orig. Title: L’Etat Détricoté. De 
la Résistance à la République en 
marche
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Ed. du Détour
192 pp.
September 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS available soon

Through what means did Emmanuel Macron 
and his movement, En marche, manage to 
rise to supreme power so quickly, praising 
a reduced, mobile and less interventionist 
“government of fight”?

Danielle Tartakowsky and Michel Margairaz, both 
specialists of French contemporary political history, 
focus on the State and its power since the vast collec-
tive and welfarist National Council of the Résistance 
in 1944. Several visions of State are in competition 
since then, and it seems that the vision of a state at its 
minimum has occurred in fine.

The authors question the evolution of French institu-
tions, actors and practices of state power since 1944, 
mostly through public politics. They see three phases: 
1. Important reforms of 1944 (plan, nationalization, 
social security, public service, state-administered 
credit system). 

2. Continuing collective regulation (from De Gaulle to 
Communists), not without tensions and oppositions, 
from 1968 to 1982. 

3. And thereafter until today, the disintegration of the 
State: state functions of regulation, administration, 
intervention, and protection slowly vanish. So indeed, 
the French state today is more reduced than ever, but 
with what benefit to its citizens?

Michel Margairaz is a professor of economical history at Paris-I - Pantheon 
Sorbonne. 

Danielle Tartakowsky is a professor emeritus in 20th century political and so-
cial history. Her works include: L’Humanité, Figures du peuple (with G. Mordillat), 
Flammarion, 2017; Les Droites et la rue, La Découverte, 2014.

Essay | History | Politics

frOM reSiStance tO MacrOn. 1944-tOday, what haPPened 
tO the french State?

MicheL MargairaZ and danieLLe tartaKOwSKy
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Orig. Title: Voyage en misarchie. 
Essai pour tout reconstruire
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Ed. du Détour
416 pp.
March 2017

Territory: World excl. French

3,000+ copies sold

This long awaited return of political utopia, 
in the wake of Thomas Moore and Jonathan 
Swift, is not a call for a perfectly closed sys-
tem, but an open door to build a better de-
mocracy together. 

This essay is written in a novel form: a naive protag-
onist, full of a prioris and self-satisfaction faces new 
rules and new habits. Emmanuel Dockès, the author, 
uses this facetious style of storytelling to develop his 
proposal to think anew of our society in all its aspects: 
education, justice, work, family, etc.  Throughout this 
journey, he develops highly progressive and daring 
ideas about participatory democracy, property, shared 
work, money, self-governance, entrepreneurial free-
dom, public services, and self-determination.

Emmanuel Dockès lives in Paris. He is a law professor 
at Paris-Nanterre University, an expert in labor rights, 
and an activist. He wrote and directed a Proposition for 
a New Labour Code for France: simpler, shorter, and 
more protective to workers (Dalloz, 2017).

Politicics | Ideologies

JOurney tO MiSarchy. eSSay fOr anOther POSSiBLe wOrLd
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Orig. Title: Seize promenades 
historiques dans Paris
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Ed. du Détour
272 pp.
Format: 16 x 24cm 
September 2017

Territory: World excl. French

2,500+ copies sold

Wandering in Paris with two historians, spe-
cialists in Urban History. 

Jean-Luc Pinol and Maurice Garden invite you to walk 
with them along 16 emblematic streets of Paris in or-
der to discover the marks of the city’s social evolution. 
Rural villages, industry, domesticity, bourgeoisie, art, 
annexed suburbs, urban areas: Paris has always been 
very diverse and it still shows. This book includes a 
map and extra documents focusing on unknown as-
pects to complete each promenade. 

Jean-Luc Pinol is Honorary Professor of Contemporary 
History at the École Normale Supérieure in Lyon, specialist 
in Urban History. 

Maurice Garden is now Professor Emeritus at various 
universities and a specialist in Social History of Paris. 
Together, they wrote An Atlas of the Parisians from 
the French Revolution to modern Paris, published at 
Parigramme and awarded with the Ptolémée Award at the 
Festival de Saint-Dié, the most important geography con-
vention in France.

Essay | History | Urbanism

16 hiStOricaL PrOMenadeS in PariS



A unique brand name to welcome new striking voices from all around the world 
with around 10 publications per year. A perfect mix of general fiction and crime & 
thrillers.

www.preludes-editions.com
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Le Livre de Poche is the first mass-market publisher in France, founded in 1953 by 
Henri Filipacchi, with more than a billion copies sold to date. True to its purpose, 
this publishing house has a catalog that caters to all audiences and covers a wide 
literary spectrum, from classics to contemporary French and foreign bestsellers, from 
practical books to essays and reference books.

www.livredepoche.com
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Orig. Title: Marché noir
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
256 pp.
June 2018

Territory: World excl. French 

Material Available
French MS 

The author’s previous novels 
sold 27,000+ copies altogether 

Resistance and small plates: brand new and 
never before seen from the queen of gastro-
nomic mystery novels!

Winter 1942. The Savoisy family can almost eat their 
fill thanks to the black market. This precarious equi-
librium is upset the day Adrien becomes the object of 
despicable blackmail to stockpile all the goods keep-
ing him alive. Only through murder can they be saved. 

But there are other dangers out there. Elisa and 
Pierrot, two teens he’s in charge of became active 
members of a high-school student resistance net-
work; students at the hotel management school where 
Adrien teaches. They serve as extra workers outside of 
reception at the Ritz, the center of Nazi merrymaking 
and dining hall of Goering, Heydrich, among others, 
while passing through Paris. The shocking conver-
sations, the information they gather, the documents 
they steal, all of it will save lives but the most danger-
ous part is spreading it.

On the advisory board of Slowfood France, Michèle Barrière is also a member of 
De Honesta Voluptate, an organization inspired by the work of the historian Jean-
Louis Flandrin. A food journalist, she wrote the Arte TV series History in the Kitchen 
(Histoire en cuisine).

Crime Fiction

BLacK MarKet

MichèLe Barrière
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Orig. Title: Mort à bord
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
256 pp.
May 2017

Territory: World excl. French 

Love and murder on the high seas!

August 1936, France: The masses are thrilled to be enjoy-
ing their first ever legally mandated paid vacation! Luxury 
and delight are the order of the day during the 4-day cross-
ing: dinner at the captain’s table, cocktails at the grill-bar, 
champagne in their cabin, lounging on the sun-deck… 
Until two more murders prevent Thérèse and Adrien from 
enjoying their romance. Between Pheasant Souwaroff and 
Bibesco Bombe for dessert, our turtledoves are forced 
to investigate. Then Thérèse disappears, just a few short 
hours before they are supposed to arrive in New York…

death On BOard

Also available: 
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Orig. Title: Je te dois tout le 
bonheur de ma vie – Virginia & 
Leonard Woolf
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
November 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Rights Sold
Turkey | offer received

10,000 copies sold

Includes a previously unpublished short story 
by Leonard Woolf

This Editor’s Pick is a wonderfully illustrated 
new book to mark the hundredth anniversary 
of Hogarth Press, beautifully recounting the 
story of two of the greats in English literature 
and told in a lively, passionate style, with let-
ters and a short story by Leonard Woolf.

The story of a fascinating couple.

Drawing on her lifetime passion for the Bloomsbury 
group and Virginia and Leonard Woolf in particu-
lar, Carole d’Yvoire recounts the story of this famous 
couple. 

The union of these two exceptional individuals was 
symbolized in 1917 by the creation of Hogarth Press, 
the English publishing house that would go on to pub-
lish many famous authors.

One of those moments in history that produced a pe-
riod of intense and prolific artistic creation – a con-
centration of freedom in which suddenly anything 
became possible. 

A fascinating story told with passion, blending his-
tory with History and sprinkled with extracts from 
letters by Virginia and Leonard Woolf, illustrations 
(paintings, photos, etc.) and two short stories.

Carole d’Yvoire is a reader and literary translator. She has translated Tim Burton, 
Quentin Tarantino, Eve Ensler and Adam Ross, among others. To You I Owe All My 
Life’s Happiness is her first book.

Biography | History

tO yOu i Owe aLL My Life’S haPPineSS – 
virginia & LeOnard wOOLf

carOLe d’yvOire
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“An absolutely magnificent object! It’s pretty, it’s intelligent, it’s brilliant, and it’s like a grand love affair!” 
– France 5

“There is a great amount of tenderness in this book. Carole d’Yvoire is attached to these characters, and 
naturally we become attached to them, as well. With this book, Carole d’Yvoire puts Virginia Woolf and 
the brilliant society of Bloomsbury back in the spotlight, as the literary world has unfortunately forgotten 
them a little.” – Jacqueline Pétroz, France Inter
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Orig. Titles: 
— Massacre à Odessa
— Opération Mossoul
— Griffe du diable à Etosha
— Messe noire à Naples
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
between 288 - 320 pp.

Vol. 1: January 2017
Vol. 2: March 2017
Vol. 3: October 2017
Vol. 4: June 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS (Vols. 1, 2 + 3)

30,000+ copies sold in total

MaSSacre in OdeSSa (KO, vOL. 1)
Ukraine

Who wanted to kill Viktor and his pro-Russian comrades 
on May 2, 2014 at the Trade Unions House in Odessa? 
Ukrainian ultra-nationalists, Kiev, Moscow, the FSB or the 
CIA? An explosive conflict sets the Ukrainian army against 
the separatists in Donbass. Kali Grant and her twin broth-
er, Odys, investigate the dramatic events that could plunge 
Europe to the edge of a third world war.  

OPeratiOn MOSuL (KO, vOL. 2)
Iraq

A tragic New Year’s Day in Cologne. Hundreds of Germans 
are assaulted. By whom? And why do the media seem to 
want to remain silent? A wealthy Iranian woman, whose 
daughter is among the victims, charges Kali Grant and her 
brother, Odys, with discovering the truth. In Mosul, fallen 
to the hands of Daesh, a young Yazidi is about to experience 
a tragic fate. 

deviL’S cLaw in etOSha (KO, vOL. 3)
Namibia

The body of an explorer, horribly mutilated, is delivered to 
jackals on the Coast of the Skeletons. Who wanted to prevent 
him from sending his report? The Chinese and American 
companies who are fighting to exploit the region? Or those 
crazy environmental survivalists, ready to do anything to 
keep a white and intact land? Kali Grant and her brother, 
Odys, embark on a true safari-investigation all over Namibia.

BLacK MaSS in naPLeS (KO, vOL. 4)
Italy

A child sacrificed during a ritualized crime. A Camorra boss 
found dead in his bunker. A war of succession declared. In 
order to protect their client, Kali and Odys will plunge into 
the volcanic depths of Naples, its traffic and its tunnels, the 
just and the crooked, and track down a new form of money 
laundering through the el dorado of bitcoin.

Alex de Brienne (pseud.)’s job has won him the trust of some of the most powerful 
people, including the rebels. He studies the theater of war and conflict. He frequents the 
halls of NGOs as well as ministries. He wants to stay anonymous so he can write freely 
about the major events that happen in the world.

Crime Fiction | Thriller

KO SerieS

aLex de Brienne
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A mix of Alias and James Bond, Largo Winch and Lara Croft. Eroticism and geopolitics.
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Orig. Title: Shoba, Itinéraire d’un 
réfugié
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
128 pp.
August 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Life before Dheepan

In Sri Lanka, the Sinhalese and Tamil populations 
are trying to live together side by side. In 1972, a new 
government comes into power and gives all the rights 
to the Sinhalese. Civil war ravages the country. Like 
thousands of young Tamils, Anthonythasan, nick-
named “Shoba,” leaves his family to take up arms and 
join the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). But 
he is quickly disillusioned. The militants are trapped 
in a spiral of violence, taking civilians hostage. But 
can you leave the militants and return to a normal 
life? Persecuted by his former comrades, Shoba re-
signs himself to exile.

From the shores of Velanai Island to the city of 
Paris, via the streets of Hong Kong and the prisons 
of Bangkok, this book recounts the journey of a Sri 
Lankan refugee, simultaneously in love with his coun-
try and in search of a safe haven.

•	 An inside story: an unembellished first-hand re-
port of his enrollment in the LTTE, experience of 
people smuggling and the obstacles he overcame 
to survive

•	 A little-known subject: the Sri Lankan Civil War 
and its impact on freedom

•	 Presented online and to teachers for school reading 
list

•	 A celebrity author: played the leading role in 
Jacques Audiard’s Dheepan (Palme d’or at the 
2015 Cannes Film Festival)

Antonythasan Jesuthasan is a Tamil writer and actor, born in Sri Lanka in 1967. He 
played the leading role in Jacques Audiard’s Dheepan (Palme d’or at the 2015 Cannes 
Film Festival).

Clémentine Baron is a journalist and author. She edited the story collection 
Migratory birds: migrants’ stories (Les oiseaux migrateurs : témoignages de migrants, 
L’Harmattan, 2017).

First Person Narrative

ShOBa. the JOurney Of a refugee

antOnythaSan JeSuthaSan with cLéMentine BarOn
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“This is a book to read because it’s a rigorous document on what happened for 30 years in Sri Lanka, on a 
personal and painful journey, on what is still, without doubt, the reality of this country today, always sub-
ject to archaic political divides, and finally on what people are capable of doing or enduring.” – Oblivion



Fiction

the wOMan whO ran away
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Orig. Title: Psychanalyse et les 
sciences humaines
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
128 pp.
1996

Territory: World excl. French

English translation available

Rights Sold
Argentina, China, Japan, Turkey, 
USA (WEL)

Two essential texts by Louis Althusser, one of France’s 
most well-known 20th-century philosophers, on the 
origins and potential future of radical political the-
ory. Althusser is distinguishing psychoanalysis from 
psychology and especially psychiatry, which long re-
sisted Freud’s analytical concepts of the unconscious 
and overdetermination. The result is an enlivened 
methodology for comprehending social organization 
and change. 
Louis Pierre Althusser (1918-1990) was a French phi-
losopher. He studied at the École Normale Supérieure in 
Paris, where he eventually became Professor of Philosophy. 

Philosophy | Social Sciences

PSychOanaLySiS and the huMan ScienceS

Louis Althusser

Psycho-
analysis 
and the 
Human 

Sciences

Orig. Title: Café ! Un garçon s’il 
vous plaît 
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
284 pp.
May 2017

Territory: World excl. French

33,000+ copies sold

The author’s previous novels 
sold over 1 million copies alto-
gether.

A story full of laughter and tears, chocolate and a drop 
of cream. What do they all have in common? Love re-
ally is their cup of tea. It all starts with a good cup of 
coffee. You just have to ask. Except when you make a 
slip of the tongue… You asked the café to bring you a 
waiter? Hold on! Here’s one, served on a tray, 75-year-
old Lutèce is thinking, as she reconnects with her first 
love. But will time have kept their shared memories 
fresh?

Agnès Abécassis worked successively as a journalist, an 
illustrator, and a TV screenwriter… before devoting her-
self to her activity as a novelist. She has published eleven 
books, which are all best-sellers: eight novels, two comic 
books, and a book on personal development. Her work is 
translated in several languages.  

Women’s Fiction

cOffee! a waiter, PLeaSe

Orig. Title: La femme qui fuit
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Le Livre de Poche
384 pp. | March 2017

Territory: World excl. French + 
World English

English translation available

Rights Sold
Canada (Eng), Germany, The 
Netherlands, Spain 

75,000+ copies sold in Canada
54,000+ copies sold in France
• 2016 Quebec Booksellers’ 

Prize, France-Quebec Prize 
and the City of Montreal’s 
Grand Prix du livre

“Amazing” — Télématin
“Extraordinary” — L’Express
“Heartbreaking” — Elle

Eighty-five years of art and history seen through 
the eyes of a woman who fled her family – as 
re-imagined by her granddaughter. Her name was 
Suzanne Meloche. She was with Borduas, Gauvreau 
and Riopelle when they signed the Refus Global 
Manifesto, in 1948. She started a family with the 
painter Marcel Barbeau. Then she abandoned her 
two children at a young age. 

The 2012 Artist for Peace, Anaïs Barbeau-Lavalette has 
made several feature-length documentary films that re-
ceived numerous awards. She has also directed two feature 
films, Le Ring (2008) and Inch’allah (2012, Fipresci Prize 
in Berlin). She is the author of a travel book and two novels.
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Orig. Title: Mille soleils
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Préludes Editions
220 pp.
January 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

8,000+ copies sold

A daunting and oppressive story of intense 
emotion

They are four, traveling in Argentina, united by work 
and common passions. In the duration of a day, which 
will have the dimension of a lifetime, their existence 
will change. What do you do when drama occurs and, 
from the top of a volcano, only the immense sky of La 
Pampa contemplates you?

Nicolas Delesalle creates a daunting and oppressive 
story of intense emotion riddled with sublime land-
scapes and tragic moments, but also humor and poet-
ry. A novel that is impossible to put down and remains 
in our minds for that is a long time after the book is 
closed.

Nicolas Delesalle (1972) worked as a journalist for Télérama, directed the 2-volume 
book Télérama 60 ans (published by Les Arènes) and is now editor-in-chief of Ebdo. 
He is the author of The Smell of Cut Grass (Un parfum d’herbe coupée) and Song of the 
Sea (Le Goût du large). Thousand Suns (Mille soleils) is his third book and debut novel.

Literary Fiction

thOuSand SunS

nicOLaS deLeSaLLe
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Orig. Title: Le goût du large
320 pp.
January 2016

Territory: World excl. French

20,000+ copies sold

Selected:
• Award of the Festival ‘Éton-

nants Voyageurs’
• 2016 Prix Orange du livre 
• Joseph Kessel Award of SCAM

Song of the Sea invites readers along for a fascinating 
voyage, one filled with humour, wit, color, scents and 
tastes that will lead to an irresistible urge to get up 
and go… somewhere, anywhere!

From inaccessible Timbuktu to melancholic Tallinn, 
between a fatal chess game somewhere in a Russian 
hotel and an unlikely barbecue in Kabul, from the hue 
and cry on Tahrir Square to the depths of a cave in 
the Aveyron region… Over the course of a cruise on 
a cargo ship, Nicolas Delesalle tells the story of a life 
and of our world.

SOng Of the Sea

Also available: 

“Sublime Argentinian landscapes inspired Nicolas Delesalle for this introspective and poignant novel.” — 
Téléstar

“A profoundly captivating novel touched by a particular poetry on the meaning of life.” — l’Etudiant 
Autonome
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Orig. Title: La Maison à droite de 
celle de ma grand-mère
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Préludes Editions
352 pp.
March 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

Under Option
Korea, Czech Republic, China, 
Taiwan, Russia

Michaël Uras declares his love for Sardinia 
but also writes an ode to life’s small joys and 
simple pleasures, all wrapped up in a mis-
chievous and lively style. 

That is how our young hero, a mischievous, daydream-
ing translator, returns to the island of his childhood, 
where his grandmother’s health is failing. And even 
though he has a deadline to meet, suddenly the whole 
of Sardinia is keeping him there: Maria, his mother, 
who has never fully understood why her beloved son 
left home; Mario, his taciturn father; overwhelming 
uncle Gavino; Manuella the village grocer, with whom 
Giacomo was secretly in love as a child; the pretty 
dottoresse Alessandra, who is taking care of nonna at 
the hospital; Fabrizio, his childhood friend with a bat-
tered body and a big heart; and, especially, the mys-
terious Captain, a protective and somewhat enigmatic 
figure…

Michaël Uras was born in 1977. Inheriting Sardinian origins from his father, he grew 
up in Besançon and is now a French literature professor. After Chercher Proust (finalist 
of the prix de l’Inapercu in 2013), Nos souvenirs flottent dans une mare poisseuse and 
Aux petits mots les grands remèdes, La Maison à droite de celle de ma grand-mère is 
his fourth novel.

Fiction

the hOuSe tO the right Of My grandMOther’S

MichaëL uraS
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Also available: 

“Bravo for this enjoyable experience in applied bibliotherapy!” – Amélie Nothomb 

Orig. Title: Aux petits mots, les 
grands remèdes
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Préludes Editions
384 pp. | September 2016

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Italy, Korea, Czech Republic, 
China, Taiwan, Russia

10,000+ copies sold

• 2017 Prix Marcel Aymé 
(shortlisted)

A novel that makes you want to read lots more novels! 
A subject for our time: How to find happiness through 
books. Alex, the biblio-therapist tries to cure his pa-
tients’ ills with literature. The patients include Yann, a 
handicapped teen who gets bullied at school and who 
refuses to open up to the world, and the cynical Robert 
Chapman – crushed by his job, he has forgotten how 
to talk to his wife. Can fiction help the biblio-therapist 
help himself? Is the key to happiness to be found be-
tween the lines of the books he so loves? An invigorat-
ingly up-to-date tale that pays tribute to words – both 
other people’s and those we set to our own inner songs.

taKe twO chaPterS and caLL Me in the MOrning
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Orig. Title: Il est toujours minuit 
quelque part
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Préludes Editions
356 pp.
February 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 
Detailed English synopsis available 
on request

Rights Sold
Italy | Ponte Alle Grazie (preempt)

• Winner of the FNAC-Kobo-Lire-
Préludes writing competition

A formidable literary thriller in the line of 
The Truth about the Harry Québert Affair, 
carried by a plot worthy of The Secret History 
and an atmosphere à la Shutter Island.

Bill Herrington is a happy man. In his fifties, an 
ideal husband, and a happy father, he holds a po-
sition as a professor of literature at a prestigious 
university. 

Everything works for the best in the best of both 
worlds… until the day he finds, in his locker, the 
copy of a sensational novel published by a myste-
rious unknown: Richard Philip Kirkpatrick. Not 
enough to upset Bill.

But one small detail: the novel tells a true story, 
that of a crime that Bill was convinced nobody had 
ever known about.

This book soon invades Bill’s existence and con-
taminates everything around him like a virus. 

His peaceful and comfortable life, as well as his 
psychological equilibrium, threaten to shatter into 
pieces under the devastating effect of this vengeful 
novel that has awakened all the ghosts of the past.

Cedric Lalaury was born in Montluçon. After studying Modern Literature at 
Université Blaise Pascal, he taught remedial classes to struggling students. Admirer of 
Henry James, Proust and Stephen King, he now devotes himself to writing.

Suspense | Psychological Thriller

it’S aLwayS Midnight SOMewhere

cedric LaLaury
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“A thriller that you read in one breath” — Le Parisien

“An unputdownable psychological thriller.” — Lire

“His style, his efficient way of teasing suspense and making it bounce off the story explains the good start 
of this first novel—even from the first pages, it was difficult to put down.” — La voix du Nord

“At last, a rare page-turner like those of great French authors before him.” — Sang Froid

“A lot of surprises, suspense, spread-out secrets, and unexpected developments that make one think of 
the excellent The Truth about the Harry Québert Affair, through all its small final touches. A prize amply 
merited.” — FNAC
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Orig. Title: Guérilla Social Club
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Préludes Editions
288 pp.
March 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Two men go missing in Madrid. Another in Paris. A 
woman in Buenos Aires. Each time, the same modus 
operandi: the victims are taken and then their mu-
tilated corpses are found. All share a common past: 
fighting against the South American dictatorships in 
the seventies and eighties. A dangerous investigation 
that will take them from Spain to Argentina through 
Chile, forcing them to confront the ghosts of history, 
those of Operation Condor. 

Co-founder and editor-in-chief of the crime fiction mag-
azine Alibi, Marc Fernandez has been a journalist for 
over 15 years. For much of that time, he covered Spain and 
Latin America for Courrier international. He has also 
co-written several books of investigation. Mala Vida is his 
first solo novel, followed by Guerrilla Social Club.

Crime Fiction

guerriLLa SOciaL cLuB
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Author: Marc Fernandez
Orig. Title: Mala Vida
256 pp. | September 2015

English translation available

Rights Sold
Spain, USA (WEL), Italy

22,000+ copies sold

• 2016 Prix Plaidoiries pour un 
polar at Festival Clameur(s) 
of Dijon

• 2016 Grand Prix des Lectrices 
ELLE (finalist)

Present-day Spain. In the midst of the political up-
heaval, a series of murders is committed, from Madrid 
to Barcelona via Valencia. Over a backdrop of both 
the economic crisis and a return to a certain moral 
order, Diego Martin, a radio journalist specializing in 
criminal affairs, is trying to keep his head above wa-
ter despite the coming purge in the media. When he 
decides to look into the first murder, he hasn’t got the 
faintest idea that the investigation will lead him far 
beyond the local crime scene and to the heart of an 
on-going national scandal – the ‘stolen babies’ affair 
that started under Franco.

MaLa vida

Orig. Title: Les gentilles filles vont 
au paradis, les autres là où elles 
veulent
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Préludes Editions
448 pp. | May 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Spain, Czech Rep., Poland, USA

10,000 copies sold

Zoey’s life is fairly simple. Even more so when she 
meets Matthew Ziegler, the most influential food crit-
ic in New York, an utterly unbearable guy who seems 
set on putting her food to the test, right down to the 
smallest details… A novel about friendship, family 
and steamy passion: what if Elizabeth Bennet was re-
incarnated in the 21st century as a young American 
cook?

Elie Grimes just has one recipe for a beautiful life: a big 
kitchen, slightly mad friends, a few spontaneous cocktails, 
good music and a steady supply of books. Inspiration that 
one day she decided to turn into stories… 

Women’s Fiction

gOOd girLS gO tO heaven, Bad girLS gO everywhere



The publications of La Martinière Littérature are a collection of modern and audacious 
fiction and non-fiction titles loved by booksellers, critics and readers alike and are 
developed by committed men and women who share a vision for passionate books, 
French and foreign novels with a taste for beautiful stories, full-bodied and powerful 
characters, and the beauty of language. Their titles are marked by energy, desire, 
pleasure, experience sharing, and an impulse towards the world. Join us; you are here 
at home.

www.editionsdelamartiniere.fr/thematique/litterature
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Orig. Title: D’abord ils ont effacé 
notre nom. Un Rohingya témoi-
gne
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
256 pp.
March 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS
English sample

The first time a Rohingya speaks up to expose 
the persecution facing his people

Habiburahman was born and raised in a small village 
somewhere between Rakhine State and Chin State in 
western Burma. He is a Rohingya, a member of this 
ethnic group that has suffered exclusion from the 
eight so-called ‘national’ ethnic races by the Burmese 
authorities since 1982. The military leader, Ne Win, 
effectively stripped them of their Burmese citizen-
ship. To leave them stateless in their own country.

In this book, Habiburahman describes the violence he 
endured since childhood. The insults (‘vermin’, ‘para-
site’), the ghettoization, the arrests and the summa-
ry executions. But his determination never wavered. 
Encouraged by his father, he continued his studies, 
the only way to escape the inhumanity that stems 
from ignorance.

In 2001, Habiburahman managed to leave Burma. 
Some of his family are still there. Now, granted po-
litical asylum in Australia, he is fighting to speak out 
against the ethnic cleansing the Rohingya people have 
endured for decades.

Habiburahman, born in 1979, Rohingya, lives and works as an interpreter and so-
cial worker in Melbourne (Australia). He founded the Australian Burmese Rohingya 
Organization to advocate for his community.

Sophie Ansel is a journalist, author and director. She lived in Asia for several years. 
It was during a five-month stay in Burma that she met Habiburahman and decided to 
help tell his story.

Personal Account

firSt they eraSed Our naMe. a rOhingya SPeaKS uP

haBiBurahMan with SOPhie anSeL
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“This is my chance to speak for my people, who continue to suffer, but who are voiceless.” — 
Habiburahman, The Guardian

“Habiburahman without doubt presents an unambiguous view of the Burmese situation…. But 
there is little evidence from the Rangoon government to seriously deny it.” — L’Express
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Orig. Title: Telle que tu me vois. 
L’Histoire d’une fille qui aurait dû 
être un garçon
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
256 pp.
May 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

The fresh and touching account, full of humour, 
of a young girl who discovered at the age of fif-
teen that she should have been born a boy. 

When she was fifteen, Elodie was worried about not 
getting her period. The gynaecologist she went to 
see was confused: the scan showed that Elodie did 
not have a uterus. Her parents’ anxiety was palpa-
ble when she told them the news. Because they had 
known, since Elodie was four, that their daughter had 
a rare condition: Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome 
(AIS). Her genetic makeup is masculine – she has an 
XY karyotype – but her cells contain no receptors to 
respond to male hormones, preventing her from de-
veloping into a male baby as a foetus.

On the outside, Elodie looks like any other girl. But in-
side, she has no uterus, no fallopian tubes, no ovaries. 
How can you feel like a woman without the organs 
that usually define femaleness? How can you carry on 
as normal when you find out that nature meant for 
you to be a boy? And what would we have done, each 
one of us, in her parents’ place?

In this book, Elodie tells the story of her ‘old’ life with 
humour and wit. The unimaginable moment when 
she found out about her condition. Like Jim Carrey 
in The Truman Show, she found the experience both 
devastating and absurd. And what came next, putting 
a question mark over her entire identity.

Elodie is now 28 years old and at peace with her story. 
This touching account is a powerful demonstration of 
the words of Simone de Beauvoir: “One is not born, 
but rather becomes, a woman.”

Elodie Lenoir is 28 years old. She has a rare condition (AIS: Androgen Insensitivity 
Syndrome): born with the genetic makeup of a man, her body developed into that of a 
woman. She only learned the truth at the age of fifteen. 

Emmanuelle Belohradsky is a screenwriter and journalist. She met Elodie several 
years ago when carrying out research for a film, and convinced her to share her story.

Personal Account

aS yOu See Me. the StOry Of a girL whO waS Meant tO Be a BOy 

eLOdie LenOir with eMManueLLe BeLOhradSKy
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Orig. Title:  Seules les femmes 
sont éternelles
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
288 pp.
November 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

Rights Sold
Germany | DuMont

Previous titles published in:
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Germa-
ny, Italy, Portugal, Spain

A brilliant historical novel telling the story of 
Loulou Chandeleur, a private detective who 
disguises himself as a woman to avoid fighting 
in the war of 1914. An authentic insight into the 
difficult atmosphere of war and denunciation. 

The war of 1914 is just starting. To escape the draft, 
police inspector Ray Février decides to dress up as a 
woman. He becomes Loulou Chandeleur, a private de-
tective in silk stockings and a veiled hat. He discovers 
that he is just as good a detective in a dress as he is in 
trousers and perhaps a better man. His first client, the 
wealthy Baroness Schlésinger, is being blackmailed in 
an unusual way: someone is threatening to kill her cor-
poral son in a Verdun trench if she doesn’t hand over a 
large sum of money. To prove that the peril is serious, 
the blackmailer threatens to start by killing random 
people first. Ray/Loulou is helped out by Leonie, a 
singer-prostitute friend, and the head of the detective 
agency, Miss Barnett, who quickly falls in love with the 
woman he is not. 

For the four years of the war, the women of France 
kept the country alive. This novel tells the story of a 
man who discovers a world of women, who are also 
discovering the world of men. A book on the difficulty 
of being a woman – especially when you are a man.

Strong points:

•	 A novel inspired by the true story of Paul Grappe, 
who dressed as a woman to avoid fighting in the 
First World War and lived as a woman for ten years. 

•	 The author is known for his Voltaire series pub-
lished by Lattès and New Investigations of Juge Ti 
(Les Nouvelles Enquêtes du juge Ti, Fayard/Points)

•	 An alert historical novel with vibrant characters that 
have plenty of presence. A clever intrigue written in a 
sharp and lively style; great entertainment.  

Frédéric Lenormand is a master of historical crime. When he became interested in 
ancient China, we got The New Investigations of Judge Ti (Les Nouvelles Enquêtes du 
juge Ti, Fayard/Points). When he brought in a hint of philosophical irony, we got the 
series Voltaire Leads the Case (Voltaire mène l’enquête, J-C Lattès, Prix Arsène Lupin 
and Prix Historia). 

Historical Crime Novel

OnLy wOMen Live fOrever

frédéric LenOrMand
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Orig. Title:  Assad
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
256 pp.
January 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

Régis Le Sommier is one of the few journalists 
to have met Bachar El-Assad on several occa-
sions. This is his portrait of the man and the 
politician. A journalistic investigation with lit-
erary flair.

Régis Le Sommier was afforded the rare opportuni-
ty to enter the lion’s den of a dictator whose crimes 
against humanity are now plain for all to see: Bachar 
El-Assad. Combining personal impressions and narra-
tive journalism, Le Sommier lifts the curtain on one of 
the most controversial figures of our time.

Full of insights into power in Syria, this book sheds 
light on the relationships between Syria, Russia, the 
United States and France in face of the challenges of 
Islamic fundamentalism.

Strong points:

•	 The author is a regular guest on French media out-
lets including C à vous (France 5), France Inter, 
BFM TC, LCI, 28 minutes (Arte), Europe 1, RTL…

•	 A lively and fascinating journalistic portrait of one 
of the most controversial figures of our time, writ-
ten with true literary flair.

Régis Le Sommier is the co-editor of Paris Match and a senior reporter (Mali, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria…). An expert on the Middle East and terrorism, he won the 
Grand Prix internationale de la presse. His book Daech, l’histoire was published by 
Editions de La Martinière.

Biography | Investigative Journalism

aSSad 

régiS Le SOMMier
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“How can a journalist face up to a tyrant? Exclude him from his scope of investigation? Or ap-
proach him, try to grasp his mechanics? The question arises regularly at the whim of the dictators 
who parade at the head of certain states.” – Paris Match

“What goes on in the head of Bachar El-Assad? Régis Le Sommier is one of the few journalists to 
have met the Syrian president several times since the beginning of the Syrian War.” – France Inter
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Orig. Title:  Tout le monde aime 
Bruce Willis
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
400 pp.
April 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

Previous titles of the author: 
• 2011 Prix VSD du Polar
• 2016 Prix Griffe noire (Best 

Historical Novel)
• 2016 Prix Polar de Cognac 

(selected)

After The Predators’ Ball and We Remember the 
Names of the Assassins, Dominique Maisons is 
back with a story that rivals the great American 
crime novels.

She’s got it all… or does she?

Rose Century is 20 years old and worth millions at the 
box office. Dozens of assistants are on hand to get her 
anything she wants at the click of a finger. Millions of 
people would kill to be in her place… But below the 
surface, Rose’s life is nothing to be jealous of. An agent 
who manipulates her like a child, directors who prove 
to be sexual predators, childhood friends lost to drugs, 
a failed actress mother projecting her unfulfilled am-
bitions, a father who despises her. And a sister, who 
died in mysterious circumstances… Rose is alone, and 
can think only of escape.

But her career is bigger than herself. Los Angeles can-
not afford for her to disappear, they need her to keep 
the dream machine alive – not to mention her father’s 
political ambitions. So, if Rose becomes a problem… A 
solution must be found very quickly.

Dominique Maisons, born in 1971, is one of the new stars of French crime fiction. His 
first thriller, The Psychopomp (Le Psychopompe, re-released by Pocket as Les Violeurs 
d’âme [The Soul Thieves]), was awarded the VSD Crime Prize in 2011. His latest novel, 
The Predators’ Ball (Le Festin des fauves, éditions de La Martinière, 2015), has been 
shortlisted for the Crime Novel 2016 prize for Best French Novel at the Cognac festival.

Crime Fiction

everyOne LOveS Bruce wiLLiS

dOMiniQue MaiSOnS
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Orig. Title: On se souvient du 
nom des assassins
544 pp.
October 2016

Territory: World excl. French

• 2016 Prix Griffe noire (Best 
Historical Novel)

• 2017 Prix Arsène Lupin (se-
lected)

A dark and poisonous crime novel set in the Paris 
underworld at the beginning of the twentieth centu-
ry, where we come across Gaston Leroux and other 
colorful characters. A captivating, bloody novel that 
will remind readers of Caleb Carr’s The Alienist. 
From the catacombs to the Sainte-Anne insane asy-
lum, from the Opera Garnier to the theatres, from 
hot air balloon rides to the roar of a two-seater 
90-horsepower Bugatti, the protagonists cross paths 
with famous characters and gather around them a 
league of extraordinary gentlemen.

Thriller

we reMeMBer the naMeS Of the aSSaSSinS

Also available: 
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Orig. Title: Qaanaaq
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
416 pp.
May 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS available soon
English sample available soon

A thick blanket of snow, motionless icebergs, 
crepuscular light: life in Greenland seems 
peaceful enough. But beyond the landscapes’ 
virginal snow lies tension between the na-
tives and the settlers and the threat of inher-
ent danger. When a series of unexplained 
murders occurs, a Danish inspector of Inuit 
descent is dispatched to the scene. His name? 
Qaanaaq.

Qaanaaq Adriensen, an expert in criminal cases in 
Copenhagen, is sent to investigate a strange series of 
murders. But not just anywhere. On the Greenland 
ice sheet, a disputed territory fought over by several 
nations, the bodies of four workers have been found 
in shreds. Is is winter, when daylight never comes. 
Not easy to see things clearly. Especially for Qaanaaq. 
Having renounced his Inuit ancestry, returning to his 
country of origin brings back ghosts from the past.

Faced with polar bear hunting and snowstorms, 
Qaanaaq discovers that Greenland is anything but a 
white desert of calm and serenity. The isolation, harsh 
climate and tensions between the natives and the 
European ‘settlers’ reveal another side to the snow. In 
sharp contrast to how we imagine the land of ice.

Strong point: 

•	 The new addition to the ‘Martinière Noir’ collec-
tion, after the success of Ragnar Jónasson in 2016 
(150,000 copies sold of his two books released in 
a year and a half).

Born in 1968, Mo Malø has written several books under different names. He lives in 
France. Qaanaaq is his first crime novel. 

Crime Fiction

QaanaaQ

MO MaLø
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Orig. Title: Nascita e morte della 
massaia
Orig. Language: Italian
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
256 pp.
August 2018

Territory: World excl. French & 
English

Material Available
French translation available soon
English translation
Original Italian MS

Rights Sold
USA | SUNY Press, WEL
German + Italian rights sold, but 
reverted and available again

Paola Masino’s most controversial novel that 
provoked Fascist censorship for its critical 
portrayal of marriage and motherhood.

Stepping out of her beloved trunk full of bread 
crumbs, dust, spider webs, books, and ragged funeral 
ornaments, the young protagonist of Paola Masino’s 
most controversial novel realizes that her fate is al-
ready sealed. She will have to conform to society’s ex-
pectations of a woman: her wild imagination will have 
to be controlled, her intelligence kept at bay. In short, 
she will have to become a Housewife. 

Subject to Fascist censorship before its first publica-
tion in 1945, Birth and Death of the Housewife offers 
a surrealist criticism of Fascism and the rigid notion 
of womanhood it promoted. In her depiction of a 
woman’s struggle to play a role that simply does not 
correspond to her desires, Masino expresses a frus-
tration and a rebellious instinct rarely found among 
her contemporaries.

Defying interpretations and standing alone among 
the heroines of twentieth-century Italian literature, 
Masino’s Housewife remains an uncomfortable, enig-
matic figure whose impudent determination to chal-
lenge the bulwarks of traditional female roles reaches 
beyond historical boundaries and resonates power-
fully with contemporary readers.

A versatile intellectual and a remarkable figure in twentieth-century literary and artistic 
circles, Paola Masino (1908–1989) wrote novels, short stories, poems, librettos, and 
worked as a translator and as a journalist. 

Classic | Literary Fiction

Birth and death Of the hOuSewife

“The novel’s magisterial combination of forms—from the diary to the drama to the reading 
journal to the fable—indisputably earns Masino a place in the pantheon of great modernist 
masters.” — Review of Contemporary Fiction

PaOLa MaSinO
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Orig. Title:  Quelque part entre le 
bien et le mal
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
352 pp.
January 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 

A masterfully realistic crime novel. The ea-
gerly awaited second book by the French 
Police Divisional Commissioner Christophe 
Molmy, is a triumph.

Somewhere between good and evil, there are crim-
inals, police and victims. Somewhere between good 
and evil, crime gets adrenaline pumping just as hard 
as the raids. The bond between criminals runs as deep 
as the comradeship between police. On both sides, 
there is pain and there is joy.

Phillip, a judicial police chief, working on a ransom 
case; The Schmitt brothers, Montreuil gypsies, ready 
to do anything for some fresh cash and smiles on the 
faces of the clan’s younger members; Coline, a young 
police officer on a serial killer case that will force her 
out of the shadows… But above all, a murderer who 
can’t take it any more.

All these characters share a common destiny. They will 
all be held up to truth and justice. Forgiveness and hell.

Christophe Molmy is the head of the Paris Research and Intervention Brigade (BRI), 
a.k.a. the Anti-Gang and Counter-Terrorism Brigade, a unit of the French National 
Police. His first novel, Wounded Wolves (Les Loups blessés, Editions de La Martinière, 
2015), was selected for four literary awards (the Prix Landerneau, Prix du meilleur polar 
des lecteurs de Points, Prix du polar de Cognac and the Prix du Goéland Masqué).

Crime Fiction

SOMewhere Between gOOd and eviL 

chriStOPhe MOLMy
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Orig. Title: Les Loups blessés
336 pp.
March 2015

Rights Sold
TV

10,000+ sold

• Prix du Goéland Masqué, Prix 
Landerneau, Prix du meilleur 
polar des lecteurs de Points, 
Prix du polar de Cognac

Cops and thugs caught in an inescapable and dead-
ly escalation of violence. A fatal sequence of events 
leads to chaos. Two wounded old wolves. One has 
been worn down by a life of robbery, extortion and 
years behind bars: Matthéo Astolfi, a high-ranking 
criminal. The other by his job, pressure from his su-
periors and being betrayed by his informants: Renan 
Pessac, police commissioner in Paris. Their fates will 
collide. They’ll keep tabs on each other through rob-
beries and tailing, tracking each other down. Both 
of them are looking for an impossible redemption, 
hoping to escape their fate. Until total chaos erupts.

Thriller
wOunded wOLveS

Also available: 

“With scenes of an accomplished sensuality [...] a modern writing.” — Le Figaro

“There’s an energy, strength, and the slightest bit of fatalism in this crime thriller that allows no compromise. An 
impressive page-turner and a majestic plunge, at the same time, down the streets of Paris.” — Les Echos



Orig. Title: Le Parfum de 
l’hellébore
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
304 pp. | January 2017

Territory: World excl. French

7 literary selections and:
• 2017 Readers Prize, Notre 

Temps magazine
• 2017 Prix Poulet-Malassis
• 2017 Prix de la Nacre
• 2017 Readers Prize Lions 

Clubs de l’Ouest 

A touching and sensitive debut novel that high-
lights how listening, sharing and friendship are the 
only values that can save people’s lives. Anne had 
been sent to Paris to work in the psychiatric center 
directed by her uncle. Anne observes an autistic boy 
and befriends anorexic Beatrice. Why does Beatrice’s 
journal stop suddenly the summer she is fourteen? 
What happened to Gilles? Did Anne and the gardener 
manage to save these two children?

Cathy Bonidan lives in Vannes where she is a primary 
school teacher. The Perfume of the Hellebore Rose is her 
first novel.

Fiction

the PerfuMe Of the heLLeBOre rOSe

Orig. Title: L’Embaumeur: ou 
l’odieuse confession de Victor 
Renard
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
528 pp.
August 2017

Territory: World excl. French

10,000+ copies sold

A new literary and historical treasure. Rabelaisian 
grotesque mixed with the obsessive, morbid power 
of Süskind’s Perfume and the freedom of Jean Teulé. 
There is something of Jean-Baptiste Grenouille, the 
hero of this novel: an unsightly appearance; a terrible 
childhood, with a loveless mother and a life of grime. 
A novel of excess in which the grotesque, refinement 
and macabre humor are combined to create sparkling 
writing that is extremely powerful.

Isabelle Duquesnoy is an art restorer. She made a name 
for herself as an author with her first novel, The Confessions 
of Constanze Mozart. Her new book, The Embalmer, is the 
result of ten years’ work.

Historical Fiction

the eMBaLMer, Or the deSPicaBLe cOnfeSSiOn Of victOr renard
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Orig. Title: Les Panthères Grises
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
176 pp.
August 2017

Territory: World excl. French

• 2017 Prix de Flore (shortlisted)

Patrick Eudeline returns with a new caustic novel full 
of self-mockery and the disillusionment of the 1980s 
generation, with Patrick Eudeline playing on his im-
age as a rocker, nostalgic for a long-gone, golden age. 
The “Oldies” have decided to say farewell to nostal-
gia. They get their old rock band back together, even 
though “The Panthers” have all gone gray. 

Patrick Eudeline  is a singer, guitarist, dandy punk, writ-
er, “gonzo” (Rock & Folk, Actuel, Technikart, Paris Match, 
etc.). As a novelist, he has stood alongside Burroughs, 
Sollers, Kristeva, Despentes, and Houellebecq. He is a 
unanimously respected figure in the rock world.

Fiction

the gray PantherS



Orig. Title: Il ne nous reste que la 
violence
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
208 pp.
April 2017

Territory: World excl. French

3,000+ copies sold

A chillingly realistic crime tale about today’s fiercely 
individualistic society, where nothing is beyond the 
pale. To keep his job, a radio host is trying to get his di-
rector out of the way long enough to let the show catch 
on. But what was supposed to look like a car-jacking 
goes terribly wrong, and he succumbs to his wounds. 
Rather than being stunned by this unintended turn of 
events, the show’s host is surprised not to feel a thing. 
Is killing really that easy? 

Éric Lange has been a radio-show host for 30 years, most 
notably for France Inter, RFM and Skyrock. Violence Is All 
We Have Left (Il ne nous reste que la violence) is his sec-
ond novel.

Crime Fiction

viOLence iS aLL we have Left

Orig. Title: Mademoiselle, à la 
folie!
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
128 pp. | August 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Selected:
• Prix Stanislas, Prix Draveil, 

Festival du premier roman 
de Chambéry, Top 10 debut 
novels of the Rentrée Littérai-
re selected by Le Figaro, 5 
debut novels selected by Le 
Parisien

A moving duet of two women caught in an intimate 
tragedy, reminiscent of Françoise Sagan’s light but 
profound writing and the concise reserve of Marcelle 
Sauvageot’s Commentary (A Tale). Glasses of cham-
pagne at eleven o’clock in the morning. Irresistible 
sudden impulses. But one day, even Catherine doesn’t 
understand anything anymore. Everything is going 
too fast, everything is getting muddled. Mina will do 
her all to protect Catherine from the illness that shall 
not be named. Because Mademoiselle wants to play 
her role to the end. A little, a lot, to madness.

Pascale Lécosse lives in the Paris region. Madly, 
Mademoiselle is her first novel.

Debut Novel

MadLy, MadeMOiSeLLe

50Spring 2018 Rights List   -   www.2seasagency.com   -   marleen.seegers@2seasagency.com   -   chrysothemis.armefti@2seasagency.com

Orig. Title: Le jour où je me suis 
aimé pour de vrai
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Editions de La 
Martinière Littérature
256 pp. | May 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Italy 

40,000+ copies sold

In the French bestseller lists for 
7 weeks

An enchanting psychological fairy tale. Obsessed with 
brain cancer, Maryse clings to her identity as an emi-
nent pediatric neurologist, desperately seeking recog-
nition. But Charlot, her atypical son, forces her to ask 
herself awkward questions, backing her into a corner. 
Charlot, 9, is confronted with surprising philosophi-
cal and existential questions: what meaning does life 
have when you have a fatal disease? How can we resist 
intimidation, stupidity, fear of the other? And above 
all: what is the ego, that thing that seems to make ev-
eryone suffer so?

A specialist in community health as well as a consultant on 
mental health in the workplace, Dr. Serge Marquis is a 
popular international speaker both at conferences and in 
the media. 

Firction

the day i truLy LOved MySeLf



Founded in March 2017 with the publication of L’Imperial Socialiste by Didier Van 
Cauwelaert a.k.a Louis Badinguet, Massot Éditions is a generalist publishing house 
that considers changes in society, whether practical, scientific, or spiritual, and 
provides the tools to participate in this change. The publishing house intends to 
publish ten to twelve titles per year in a variety of novels, essays, and comic strips. 
Massot Éditions is directed by Florent Massot, independent editor for 35 years and 
discoverer of numerous authors in France.

www.massot.com
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Orig. Title: La guerre de la terre 
et des hommes
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Massot Editions
400 pp.
February 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS 
English sample

1st book in a 5-volume series; 
each volume can be read inde-
pendently

La Guerre 
de la terre 

et des hommes

PASCAL BACQUÉ

Massot littérature

Roman

« J’aime qu’un auteur ait aujourd’hui une ambition folle avec le monde, et 
vienne avec un livre-monstre. J’aime qu’il réanime la poétique et la langue 
française par un mythe, qui prend Tolkien comme un point d’appui.  J’aime 
me trouver ici en compagnie de Churchill et de Jean Genet, de Georges 
Bataille, de Walter Benjamin… 
J’aime l’idée que depuis l’aube de l’Histoire, quelque chose de notre avenir 
se joue dans la tension entre la Tourbe primitive et soixante-dix descen-
dants de Noé, dépositaires du bâton de Moïse… J’aime ce mélange vertigi-
neux, talmudique, d’érudition et d’humour facétieux. Bienvenue dans cette 
Arche de Bacqué ! »

François Samuelson, agent littéraire.

« Lorsque j’ai découvert le texte de Pascal Bacqué, j’ai tout de suite eu le 
sentiment d’être devant un livre exceptionnel, devant l’ambition d’expliquer 
la face cachée du monde. De raconter le combat de la tourbe fondamentale 
et du bâton de la connaissance, seul capable, peut-être, de s’opposer au 
pouvoir du mal. Je pense que La Guerre de la terre et des hommes est un livre 
qui fera date non seulement dans l’histoire de la littérature mais également 
dans l’histoire tout court. »

Jean-Claude Fasquelle, ancien PDG des éditions Grasset & Fasquelle.

« Ici se déroule le Roman de l’Histoire. Il faut le prendre au pied de la lettre, 
car sa lettre est esprit. Pascal Bacqué en est le scribe facétieux. Je veux dire : 
réfractaire. D’autant qu’il reprend le flambeau de James Joyce.»

Paul Audi, philosophe et écrivain.

« La Guerre de la terre et des hommes est une œuvre inclassable, aussi limpide que 
prolifique, traversée par un souffle puissant qui bouscule les siècles. »

Antoine Mercier, France Culture.
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La Guerre 
de la terre 

et des hommes
« Ce singulier récit raconte 
l’histoire du monde à travers les 
intrigues de la Seconde guerre 
mondiale, la grande politique, 
la Papauté, l’art et la littérature, 
Genet et Proust plus que Céline 
et Jünger (même s’ils passent en 
chemin!).» 
Bruno Pinchard, philosophe, 
Doyen du département de 
Philosophie, Université Lyon III.

« Cette œuvre de fiction dit la 
réalité avec une puissance qui 
n’écrase jamais, celle des œuvres 
vraies, de celles qui, sans qu’on 
sache au juste pourquoi ni 
comment, éclairent le monde en 
en disant ce qui jusque-là n’avait 
pas été dit.» 
Gilles Hanus, philosophe, directeur 
des Cahiers d’études lévinassiennes.

« En son genre propre, l’ouvrage 
de Pascal Bacqué est des plus 
impressionnants, par la culture 
si étendue,  l’acuité stylistique, 
la virtuosité polyphonique et 
l’ambition si manifeste. C’est un 
grand livre.»
Denis Kambouchner, philosophe, 
écrivain, professeur à la Sorbonne.

« Il nous est difficile, voire 
impossible, de rattacher ce livre 
à un autre. Cette mythologie est 
comparable  à celle du Seigneur 
des Anneaux, mais Pascal Bacqué 
va plus loin : pénétré de littérature 
universelle, il offre à notre monde 
un mythe original, nouveau, 
mais qui paraît évident après la 
lecture de ce premier tome. Et l’on 
s’étonne de ne pas avoir eu plus 
tôt en mains la clé de lecture de 
l’histoire européenne.» 
Marko Despot, éditeur et traducteur.

« À travers l’histoire réelle ou 
surréelle de personnages eux-
mêmes historiques ou imaginaires, 
on devine une méditation sur 
le destin, à très long terme, de 
trois peuples européens. Un livre 
trouble et troublant.» 
Rémi Brague, philosophe, écrivain, 
professeur à la Sorbonne.

An imposing book, a world that invents itself; 
epic like Tolkien, corrosive like Houellebecq, 
dizzying as a page of the Talmud… and lyri-
cal like Victor Hugo!

1945: the war is over, though the final outcome is being 
played out elsewhere. The great composer John Bute 
and Tolkien travel East with Churchill. Why? Because 
the world is falling out of balance in an entirely new 
sense. Because, as always, it’s in the turf that men are 
redefined. Because something has to be saved from 
Hermann’s hands, whose empire has ruled the world 
for a thousand years. 

December 999: Emperor Otton and Pope Sylvester 
pay a visit to Harr, father of Elias and Hermann. What 
is the reason of this visit of Power to Intelligence? A 
shameful secret. Harr will fall, and History will con-
tinue following this failure. Hermann will give into his 
darker urges and seize the sceptre. He will neither live 
nor die – and us along with him. The man of the turf.

To confront the fate of the West – its nations, religions, 
history, etc. – in such a way is a rare and ambitious 
undertaking. In order to embark on this odyssey, the 
author plumbs his poetic imagination to create a myth 
weaving in all the major world figures of literature, 
music, politics . . .  His superb writing is laden with 
lyrical flashes of brilliance; a keen sense of observa-
tion; and uplifting humor. This is a ground-breaking 
book for our time.

Pascal Bacqué is a poet and a writer and a devotee of the Talmud. His work has evolved 
gradually, from the poetic form  as well as via artistic collaborations (as director of the 
collection « Libelles » for L’âge d’Homme, Member of the editorial board of the maga-
zine La Règle du Jeu, working for three years as director of the French Talmudic College 
with René Lévy.) He has authored Imperium (L’âge d’Homme, 2007), The Legend of 
Elias (L’âge d’Homme, 2011), Ode to the end of the world (L’âge d’Homme, 2014), Jewish 
law, civil law, natural law. Letters on marriage for all and its consequences yet to un-
fold (with Jean-Claude Milner, Grasset, 2014). 

Literary Fiction

the war Of the earth and the Men

PaScaL BacQué
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“I deeply love this book. Fantasy aligning with reality plunges us into the heart of this man and his dialogue, among 
others. It’s an incredible, interior voyage of the eternal question that is the human being.” — Charlotte Rampling

“He has managed to be as furiously Thomist, Augustinian, and Pascalian as he was aiming to become — His hyper-
mnesia, his donations, and the continuation of his poetic adventure contributes to that — powerfully, intelligently, 
and authentically Jewish.” — Bernard-Henri Lévy, Le Point
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Orig. Title: Faites la révolution ! 
L’appel du Dalaï-lama à la jeunesse
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Massot Editions
64 pp.
October 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS
English translation 

Rights Sold
Italy | Garzanti (preempt)
Germany | Benevento (auction)
Brazil | Alaúde
Russia | MIF (auction)
Czech Republic | Omega
Netherlands | Xander (auction)
UK & BC x Canada| Rider/PRH UK 
(preempt)
USA | Harper Collins (auction)
Mexico | Planeta
Korea | Dasan
Vietnam | Thai Ha
Poland | Vis-à-Vis Etiuda

11,000+ copies sold

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama reaches out 
to the youth of today 

This book is a declaration of hope addressed to the 
millennial generation. They are reaching adulthood 
while the inherent right to life is threatened by the col-
lapse of resources and biodiversity, and the rise of na-
tionalism, against a backdrop of social, economic and 
intergenerational division.

The Dalai Lama shares the millennial generation’s in-
tense awareness of these multiple crises which, in his 
view, are not irrevocable. They have been caused by 
human action, therefore human action is the solution.  
This is why the Dalai Lama emphasizes the need to 
move towards radical changes that are not based on 
belief or ideology, but on ethics. In other words, a rev-
olution of consciousness which consists of switching 
from isolated, individualistic and anthropocentric 
systems of thought, to altruistic and global patterns of 
consciousness. Both individual and collective commit-
ment revolves around the realization that everyone is 
part of the Earth’s ecosystem, and so, bear a responsi-
bility for the protection of all forms of life, human and 
non-human. To assume this universal responsibility 
with full awareness of global issues is the prerequisite 
for our survival today.

This clear, trenchant book proposes altruism as the 
most pragmatic and obvious solution to the great-
est challenges of our time. “The future is in your 
hands,” concludes the Dalai Lama, addressing young 
YouTubers in the name of universal brotherhood. 
Born in the computer age, digital natives are receptive 
to this message, which places altruism at the heart of 
their lives. 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama is the spiritual leader of Tibet. Since 1959, Tenzin Gyatso, 
the 14th Dalai Lama, has lived in exile in Dharamsala, in northern India, where he took 
refuge after China invaded Tibet. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989.

Sofia Stril-Rever co-authored with His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama A Call to the 
World (L’Appel au monde, Seuil, 2011) and The Spiritual Autobiography (L’Autobiographie 
spirituelle, Presses de la Renaissance, 2009) translated into twenty languages; and A 
New Reality (Nouvelle Réalité, Les Arènes, 2016). She scripted the film Dalai Lama, Life 
after Life (Dalaï-lama, une vie après l’autre, Arte, 2008) as well as several books with 
Sister Emmanuelle, including Spiritual Testament (Testament spirituel, Presses de la 
Renaissance, 2008).  

Society | Spirituality
a caLL fOr revOLutiOn! 

the daLai LaMa with SOfia StriL-rever
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Orig. Title: Va par où tu ne sais 
pas: et s’il y avait une autre 
manière de voir le monde ?
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Massot Editions
260 pp.
January 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

An initiatory journey to the very heart of sci-
ence and parallel worlds.

In this book, the discoveries of cardiologist Pim van 
Lommel, specialist of “near-death experiences”, are 
followed step by step. We penetrate the mystery of the 
“Akashic fields” with philosopher Ervin László; dis-
cover altered states of consciousness via the methods 
of psychiatrist Stanislav Grof; and that we are beings 
of light thanks to biophysicist Fritz-Albert Popp’s the-
ories of biophotons. We assess our exercising of “free 
will” with quantum physicist Philippe Guillemant 
on the trail of “synchronicity and coincidences” that 
could change our lives. We determine time’s arrow 
with George Smoot, awarded the 2006 Nobel Prize in 
Physics. And echoing all this science, we find out about 
Satprem’s work and the “transformation of the cellu-
lar consciousness of the body,” following in the foot-
steps of the Indian visionary Sri Aurobindo and the 
Mother; and we pick up “unexplained voices” thanks 
to Fr. François Brune the researcher in to instrumen-
tal communication (ITC) with the “hereafter”.

Combining these unexpected encounters with her 
doubts and self-enquiry, Laurence reveals “the pow-
er” that this consciousness creates in us, based on the 
concept that our brain functions as a transceiver and 
that we are, to an extent, “contagious” to one another. 
In this breathtaking book she helps us to see the world 
differently. Our being is a place of a potential transfor-
mation, endowed with abilities that connect us to the 
universe… Everything happens in the body, at the very 
heart of our cells. To adapt to this new consciousness 
is to take part in our own evolution by living a million 
times better, thereby opening up to us unimaginable 
perspectives.

Laurence de la Baume is a journalist and co-author of “Thémas” for Arte TV channel. 
Since its inception, she has collaborated on the show “Metropolis,” including Mudrooroo 
“The Master of Magic” (1996); and Satprem, “The Man of Hope” (1996). She is also the au-
thor of the book Satprem, The Man of Hope, Oxus (2003), and Controlled Conversation, 
under the pseudonym Sybille Ariège, La Table Ronde (1985).

Society | Spirituality

gO yOu KnOw nOt where. what if there’S anOther 
way Of Seeing the wOrLd? 

Laurence de La BauMe
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“This book offers a humanist perspective on some of the greatest concepts of our time!” – G. F. Smoot, Nobel Prize in Physics, 2006

“An audacious title, a great adventure.” — La Provence
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Orig. Title: Un autre regard. 
Trucs en vrac pour voir les choses 
autrement
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Massot Editions
112 pp. each
May & November 2017

Territory: World excl. French and 
Korean

Material Available
French MS
English samples

Rights Sold
Greece | Potamos
Korea | Woorinabi
Italy | Centauria
USA | Seven Stories
ANZ | Allen & Unwin
Spain | Lumen/PRH

28,000+ copies sold for Vol. 1
19,000+ copies sold for Vol. 2

Vol. 3 forthcoming in Fall 2018

By the author-illustrator of “The Mental Load”

A motley bunch of stories on feminism, politics and 
sexuality, Emma is a new blogger attacking stereo-
types on a wide range of issues. Countering cliché, 
she shares her experience as a new mom through a 
series of anecdotes that are anything but candy-coat-
ed. With accuracy and dedication, she takes another 
look at subjects like the sacrosanct maternal instinct, 
the baby blues, the story of the clitoris and the story of 
refugees, and questions truths that might seem fixed. 

Emma’s stories are as funny as it is touching and 
informative.

There’s always a moment during a conversation be-
tween women when one refers to Emma’s comic strip 
along the lines of, “That’s exactly what happened to 
me”.

Volume 2 includes viral comic strip on “The Mental 
Load” and other similar, ‘engaged’ themes: feminism, 
immigration, social justice, domestic violence, rem-
iniscent of Sweden’s Liv Strömquist’s comic strips.

www.emmaclit.com

Emma is 36 years old and works as a computer science engineer. 

A feminist and a revolutionary, her illustrated stories are based on current affairs with a 
political flavor.

Comics (series)

anOther LOOK. a Bunch Of Stuff tO See thingS differentLy vOLS. 1 + 2

“Emma talks about the clitoris like nobody else.” — Huffington Post

eMMa
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After studying law at Sciences Po Paris, founder of Editions Rabelais Hervé 
Bentégeat worked in finances and then became a journalist. He was a report-
er at Le Point and then editor-in-chief at Le Figaro. He has always been passion-
ate about contemporary history. He has written essays and novels, including The 
Flight to Baden (adapted into film),  Ho, the Dragon Child, and The Trans-Siberian.

After having been the director of collection at Albin Michel, he created his own pub-
lishing house (Les Editions Rabelais) to launch a collection on the influence of love in 
the works of celebrated characters, whether they be men of the State, artists or writers. 
He appeals to big writers, often novelists, to give an account—not of squirreled-away 
histories, but the sometimes decisive role of inspirers and muses.

Apart from a gallery of feminine portraits and the reconstitution of an epic, one dis-
covers in these tales the circumstances, sometimes happy, sometimes tragic, of artis-
tic or political creation.

This collection, that puts on a show of about thirty leading characters (Picasso, Louis 
XIV, Renoir, Victor Hugo, Napoléon, Rodin, Saint Exupéry...) fashions itself to be the 
illustration of Pascal’s words: “If Cleopatra’s nose had been shorter, it would have 
changed the face of the Earth.”

www.editionsrabelais.com
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Orig. Title: Les inspiratrices de 

l’ombre (collection)

Current Authors: 

Christine Clerc, Frédéric Ferney, 

Emmanuelle de Boysson, Olivier 

Miquel, Jannick Alimi, Marc 

Charuel

Orig. Language: French

Orig. Publisher: Editions Rabelais

120 pp. each

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available

French MS

All authors are well-known 

journalists

Foreign publishers may include 

only a selection of the illustra-

tions, their own selection of illus-

trations, or no illustrations at all

A fascinating historical 8-book series on the 
influences from the shadows, the inspiration 
drawn from love.

120 pages of absolute delight concerning the tumultu-
ous affairs, ardent desires and feminine influences on 
historical legends: Balzac, Baudelaire, Gauguin, Victor 
Hugo, Louis XIV, Napoleon, Picasso and  Rodin.

“Inspiration from the Shadows” highlights the influ-
ence of love in the work of legendary artists and his-
torical figures, whether statesmen, artists or writers.

With the talent of novelists, each author tells of the 
sometimes decisive and little-known role played by 
these inspirers and muses, and do justice to women in 
artistic creation or political decision-making. In ad-
dition to a gallery of female portraits and the recon-
struction of an era, these stories make us discover the 
circumstances, happy or tragic, artistic or of political 
creation.

•	 An elegant format decorated with marvelous il-
lustrations for reading pleasure which help under-
stand the singularity of the gigantic, tyrannical 
and creative desires.

•	 The colorful story of the loving genius; voluptuous 
anecdotes and great moments of history. 

•	 A cultural object: a treat to read and a gem to 
carry.

Biography-series

MuSeS-SerieS: inSPiratiOn frOM the ShadOwS
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“A new collection that I will tell people about with pleasure.” — Jean-Pierre 
Elkabbach, Public Sénat

“This is a very beautiful collection.” — Patrick Poivre d’arvor, Radio classique

“One the those small pleasures you can’t refuse.” — François Forestier, L’Obs

“Little divinely illustrated books that you will simply devour.” — Eve Ruggieri, 
Radio Classique

“Your next bedside book, I guarantee.” — blog Publik’Art

“We love the stories as much as the illustrations.” — Amélie Cordonnier, 
Femme Actuelle



Bertram + de Leeuw Publishers is an independent publishing house dedicated to 
publishing nonfiction and fiction. We are interested in stylistically distinct and 
original books that are also commercially viable. Books that matter, books that have 
social significance.

With that, we believe in offering excellent editorial guidance to our authors. This 
critical acquisition, combined with a committed and active attitude of the publisher, 
guarantees quality. Quality which the media, bookstores and readers notice and 
appreciate.

B + L happily welcomes established authors as well as new talents. We believe in a 
joint partnership with our authors, and all book proceeds are shared on a 50-50 basis. 
Our books, from print to e-book, are published in a modern way and with great care.

www.bertramendeleeuw.nl
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Orig. Title: De wereld van 
morgen
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Bertram + de 
Leeuw Publishers
235 pp.
October 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch
 
Material Available
Dutch MS
English sample

Rights Sold
Korea | Sejong (auction)
Bulgaria | Kragozor

10,000+ copies sold

DE WERELD 
VAN MORGEN

RICHARD VAN HOOIJDONK

A must-read for those who want to be 
future-ready

Trendwatcher and futurist Richard van Hooijdonk 
gives us a glimpse into the amazing world of tomor-
row. He shows us how quickly our lives change and 
what impact it has on the way we live and work.

What will society look like in 2035?

•	 A chip in your body will prevent you from getting 
sick

•	 A brain chip will enable you to learn Chinese in 
seconds

•	 Our food will come from a food printer

•	 Smart furniture will move around by itself

•	 A robot will put the children to bed

•	 We will live on Mars

•	 Your self-driving car will enable you to nap while 
driving

•	 We will have fascinating relationships with robots

•	 We will never have to work again, thanks to the 
universal basic income

•	 The oil era will end. Hurray!

•	 Your energy supply will come from space

Richard van Hooijdonk is an inspirator. He is the foremost trendwatcher and fu-
turist in the Netherlands. Over 500,000 people have already attended his keynote 
lectures around the world, including Germany, Spain, the UK, the US and India. 

Technology

the wOrLd Of tOMOrrOw. hOw technOLOgy iMPactS the way we Live 

richard van hOOiJdOnK
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Orig. Title: Material Matters
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Bertram + de 
Leeuw Publishers
224 pp.
December 2016

Territory: World excl. Dutch

Material Available
Dutch MS
English & German samples

Rights Sold
Germany | Ullstein/Econ
Italy | Ambiente

17,000+ copies sold

• 2017 Management Book of 
the Year award (longlisted)

MATERIAL
MATTERS

 
HET ALTERNATIEF VOOR ONZE ROOFBOUWMAATSCHAPPIJ

Thomas Rau
Sabine Oberhuber

 MEEST fAvoRIETE
 UITzEndIng

‘HET EIndE vAn bEzIT’

The alternative to our over-exploitation 
economy

Material Matters is an exciting journey of discovery 
into thinking about our role on the Earth. It is a revo-
lutionary book that has the power to turn the world as 
we know it completely on its head.

In nine chapters full of fascinating examples, Thomas 
Rau and Sabine Oberhuber take us step by step to-
wards a new economic model. A world in which the 
consumer is no longer an ‘owner’ but a ‘user’, materi-
als acquire rights and waste is a thing of the past.

A utopia? Not as such: Material Matters outlines the 
model that makes this revolution possible. Using a 
number of different cases, Rau and Oberhuber stress 
that a future-proof world could well be close at hand.

Material Matters covers complex issues but is at the 
same time entertaining and easy to read. It will ap-
peal to people who identify themselves with the mot-
to: don’t own, enjoy! And everybody can savour some 
provocative and revolutionary thinking.

German-born Thomas Rau is the founder of Turntoo and RAU Architects, two of the 
first companies in the Netherlands dedicated to the circular economy. In 2016 he was a 
finalist for the Fortune Award for Circular Economy Leadership and was ranked Top 2 
of Dutch key players in sustainability. 

German-born Sabine Oberhuber is the co-founder of Turntoo. She studied econom-
ics at the Freie Wilhelms University in Münster (Germany) she received her Master’s 
in Management from the ESCP European School of Management in Paris, Oxford and 
Berlin with a specialization in Strategy and Finance. 

Economy | Environment

MateriaL MatterS. the aLternative tO Our SOciety Of OverexPLOitatiOn

“[Rau and Oberhuber] would rather pay for prints than for a printer, for light rather than for 
a lamp... They invented a whole new economic system in which we only use products instead of 
possessing them. Philips is already participating.” — Algemeen Dagblad 

thOMaS rau & SaBine OBerhuBer
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Hollands Diep is devoted to publishing the best of Dutch and international literary 
fiction and non-fiction, focusing on areas such as literature, history, politics, current 
affairs, culture and art. The list includes works by internationally renowned authors 
such as Graham Swift, Eimear McBride, Max Hastings, Ian Bostridge, Atticus Lish, 
Leslie Jamison, Leon de Winter and Tommy Wieringa.

www.hollandsdiep.nl
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Orig. Title: De Opvoeders. Wat 
filosofie de schipperende ouder 
kan leren 
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Hollands Diep
248 pp.
November 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

Material Available
Dutch MS
English sample

Rights Sold
Korea | offer received

The complete parenting book, with advice 
from great thinkers

Countless books and child care gurus are painting a 
scary picture: we tend to spoil our children way too 
much. A generation of spoiled princesses and little em-
perors is growing up mannerless. The indecisiveness 
of modern parents is leading to a new, society-wide 
parenting crisis: the so-called ‘tergiversate syndrome’.

Frank Meester and Stine Jensen provide a philosophi-
cal tool for exasperated parents. What sort of relevant 
insights do great thinkers have to offer?

Frank Meester (married, two teenage sons) and Stine Jensen (divorced, one 
6-year old daughter) are both philosophers and experts from practice, providing their 
two cents about parenting. For the HUMAN broadcasting organization they created 
the theatre show The Parenting Circus, which toured the Netherlands in 2017 and 
2018. 

Parenting

the educatOrS. what PhiLOSOPhy can teach MuddLing ParentS

“The Educators is a very accessible book about parenting and everything that has been thought 
out and said about it throughout the centuries […] The ‘tergiversate-method’, which is discussed 
point by point in the final chapter, is interesting not only for parents, but for anyone assailed by 
serious doubts.” — Trouw

“Faltering  parents find useful inspiration from great thinkers thanks to this beautifully written 
book. Recommended! wholeheartedly.” — Paul Verhaeghe, professor of clinical psychology, author 
of The Authority

“The Educators reads like a talk with friends about parenting your children. Everybody has a 
different approach, and everybody is tergiversating. Pithy stuff, yet accessible for the common 
reader.” — Diane’s Book Corner

“A passionate plea for tergiversating in parenting, this book will help parents to find solutions for 
ancient parenting dilemmas.” — De Volkskrant

“This book forces you to think about parenting and that is exactly what needs to happen.” — Wil-
lem de Jong, author of The Pampered Child Syndrome

Stine JenSen & franK MeeSter
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Orig. Title: Noord 
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Hollands Diep
240 pp.
November 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

Material Available
Dutch MS
English sample

• ANV Debutantenprijs 
(longlisted)

A stunning debut novel about the search for 
direction and artistic freedom, with wonder-
ful, atmospheric descriptions of the rugged 
North Canadian setting.

For readers of David Vann and Heroes of the Frontier 
by Dave Eggers

In the early 1980s, Sarah, a young silversmith, finds 
herself at a turning point in her life. Travelling north, 
she ends up in a small goldmining town and meets 
Mary, who runs the town’s only store as well as its 
post office. Both these women will cross the path of 
two men: men who live only for music, freedom and 
the pursuit of an untamed existence. Gradually, Sarah 
will come to realise that Mary’s life has been a fore-
shadowing of her own, and what it means to be free. 

Sien Volders (1983) studied art history and anthropology. Balancing between her 
work as an editor and interior designer, she recently finished her debut novel North 
(Noord). Sien is married to Belgian TV presenter and comedian Lieven Scheire. She 
lives in Ghent, Belgium. 

Literary Fiction

nOrth

“The simplicity of its ideas, clear tone and the casual ease of its prose are the main attractions of 
this novel. Despite the many descriptions of ice and snow, its warmth should easily appeal to a 
broad readership.” — Trouw (Letter & Geest)

“Volders’ tone is engaging and self-confident in that she doesn’t go looking for words. Her attention 
to earthly details, to the physical labour of forging silver and chopping wood present the perfect 
counterbalance for the romantic rendition of nature as the sublime, untamed surroundings in 
which man comes to terms with himself. […] With North Volders has added a memorable and com-
pelling female character to the world of literature.” — de Volkskrant

“The penetrating atmosphere and the careful, meticulous composition of this debut novel are as 
convincing as the fine-grained  depiction of its robust characters. You will slowly become enveloped 
in this blue-grass driven universe.” — De Morgen

“An impressive feat by this new writer, who has patiently and carefully planed and polished every 
sentence. The final result is that North stands up to inspection as solidly as a Canadian log cabin in 
a snowstorm.” — VPRO Boeken

“North is a black swan flying across our literary skies: wild, darkly romantic and written with an 
intoxicating, almost addictive beauty.” — Focus Knack **** 

Sien vOLderS
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Orig. Title: De wafelfabriek 
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Hollands Diep
176 pp. | September 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English & German samples 
available

Rights Sold
Czech Republic

• Selected for the ‘10 Titles 
from Holland Brochure’ Fall 
2017 edition of the Dutch 
Foundation for Literature

The workers at the waffle factory have been living to 
the rhythm of their waffle machines for years. Until 
one day Arka Narovski appears, a tall and charismat-
ic ex-soldier. Not long after his arrival, the workers 
lay down their tools. A protest ensues. But against 
whom or what exactly, and why? The Waffle Factory 
is a timeless novel about how easy it is to mislead the 
masses, but also about the desire to be misled.

Roman Helinski has written stories and articles for 
various literary journals. He made his debut in 2014 with 
the novel Bloemkool uit Tsjernobyl, which Wim Brands 
selected for the anthology Dutch Literature of the 21st 
Century as one of the most important debuts since 2000.

Literary Fiction

the waffLe factOry

Orig. Title: Sara en Liv 
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Hollands Diep
192 pp.
May 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English sample available

10,000+ copies sold

Sara and Liv is the touching portrait of the brief lives 
of two sisters and the impact their death had on the 
family. Writing in a beautiful, tranquil style and with 
the unusual changing perspective of both mother and 
child, Suzan Hilhorst tells her autobiographical story. 
Sara and Liv is a most impressive debut about loss, 
grief, hope and happiness and, above all, an ode to life.

Suzan Hilhorst is a reporter and program-maker for the 
VARA public broadcasting organisation in the Netherlands. 
Suzan’s daughters, Sara and Liv, both died from an un-
known metabolic disease shortly after their birth. Her per-
sonal story took her back to a former passion: writing. Sara 
and Liv is her debut.

Literary Fiction, inspired by true events

Sara and Liv
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Orig. Title: Winston Churchill, 
vader van Europa
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Hollands Diep
410 pp.
June 2016

Territory: World excl. Dutch & 
World English

English translation available

Rights Sold
Portugal

The first book ever written about Churchill’s cam-
paign for a united Europe. After WWII, the vic-
torious Winston Churchill swore to build a peace 
across Europe that would last a generation. Through 
Churchill’s own private papers, Felix Klos unveils 
Churchill’s personal battle to regain his place in world 
affairs, his confidential conversations with European 
leaders and the thinking and preparation behind some 
of his most powerful speeches. A beautifully written 
history of Europe after the war and a new glimpse at 
one of its greatest statesmen.

Felix Klos is a historian who has had access to unpub-
lished Churchill papers and archives. He undertook his re-
search at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge and at 
Churchill’s family home, Chartwell.

Biography | History
winStOn churchiLL. father Of eurOPe 



Meulenhoff Boekerij publishes both commercial and literary titles. We publish 
upmarket and genre books and have married the marketing sales power of a commercial 
fiction publisher to the quality controls and good taste of a literary house. We have 
published many titles that sold over 100,000 copies, no mean feat in a language area 
of 20 million.

Meulenhoff has a great tradition in publishing translated literature from all over the 
world. Our list features more Nobel Prize laureates than any other Dutch publisher.

Boekerij is especially strong in quality commercial fiction and is the market leader 
in translated fiction. The women’s fiction and thriller list features international 
bestselling authors.

w w w. m e u l e n h o ff b o e k e r i j . n l
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Hendrik Groen is a pseudonym. The author doesn’t live in a retirement home him-
self, but he does write from his own experience. As he always says: ‘Not a sentence is 
dishonest, but not every word is true.’

hendriK grOen
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Orig. Title: Zolang er leven is
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Meulenhoff
375 pp.
2016

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English translations available

Rights Sold
In 14 territories; international 
bestseller

150,000+ copies sold

Like the first very successful diary, As Long As There 
Is Life consists of many daily challenges of Hendrik 
and his friends of the Old-But-Not-Dead club, de-
scribed in a very witty and satirical way, but tender 
and loving at the same time. 

Since 2013 a lot has changed. The members of the 
Old-But-Not-Dead club are not getting any younger or 
healthier, although they did welcome two new mem-
bers, Leonie and Geert, to fill the holes that Grietje 
and Eefje have left. Eefje has passed away, and Grietje, 
who has Alzheimer’s, moved to ‘the other side’ – the 
closed ward.

aS LOng aS there iS Life

“Delightful and moving!” — Publishers Weekly

“A handbook of resistance for our time.” — ***** The 
Sunday Telegraph

“Funny and frank – a story with a great deal of heart.” 
— Graeme Simsion

Orig. Title: Poging iets van het 
leven te maken 
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Meulenhoff
328 pp
2014

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English translations available

Rights Sold
In over 35 territories; interna-
tional bestseller

300,000+ copies sold

Dutch tv-series adaptation 
reached over 2.5 million viewers 
per episode

Delightful and moving, Groen’s two secret di-
aries each share a full year of the eponymous 
octogenarian’s journal entries, detailing his 
day-to-day observations, humorous inner 
monologues, and overall zest for life within a 
nursing home in Amsterdam. 

Hendrik Groen may be old, but he’s certainly not 
dead yet and not messing about this year. Granted, 
his daily walks become shorter and shorter because 
the legs are protesting and he certainly frequents his 
GP’s office; he’s an elderly, technically speaking. But 
why would that mean that life’s only about hiding out 
in a retirement home, drinking coffee and waiting for 
death to come?

In short and honest, seemingly light-hearted diary 
entries Hendrik Groen takes the reader along for a 
year full of ups and downs in a retirement home in the 
north of Amsterdam. On the last day of the year it will 
be hard to say goodbye to this charming character...

Literary Fiction
atteMPtS tO MaKe SOMething Of Life



Orig. Title: In alle steden
Orig. Publisher: Meulenhoff
256 pp.
September 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English sample available

A cheerful dystopia about a world where only the right 
of the strongest prevails. What does the future hold 
for a society based on fear and without any compas-
sion? In Every City tells the story of true optimist 
Bennie: fired from his job and an alcoholic, but in 
good spirits. With his social status reduced to zero, 
he strays from job to job. He tries to find his way back 
to a better life, assisted by a wide array of compan-
ions. With the hand of a master, Weverling depicts the 
life of a man who must process setback after set-
back but refuses to throw in the towel.

Aukelien Weverling is an author and columnist. Her 
previous novels were nominated for various Dutch literary 
prizes. In Every City (In alle steden) is her fourth and latest 
book.

Literary Fiction
in every city

Orig. Title: Sam Goudsmit. De 
jacht op de atoombom van Hitler
Orig. Publisher: Meulenhoff
288 pp.
October 2016

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English sample available; trans-
lation available soon

Rights Sold
USA 

The remarkable story of Sam Goudsmit, the Dutch-
American physicist who discovered the phenomenon 
of electron, traced Hitler’s atomic bomb and came 
up with the best scientific magazine in the world. In 
World War II, Goudsmit led the American search for 
Hitler’s atomic bomb on the European front. This sto-
ry, about brilliant science, heroic courage, tragedy and 
leadership, needs to be told to a larger audience. Van 
Calmthout worked closely with Goudsmit’s family in 
the US, who was eager to collaborate on Goudsmit’s 
first biography.

Martijn van Calmthout is science editor and com-
mentator for Dutch newspaper de Volkskrant. He studied 
physics in Utrecht and writes about the sciences. 

Biography

SaM gOudSMit. the hunt fOr hitLer’S atOM BOMB
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Orig. Title: Turks fruit
Orig. Publisher: Meulenhoff
214 pp.
1969

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English translation available

Rights Sold
USA, France , Germany, Korea, 
Greece, Turkey, Lithuania, World 
Spanish

The story of a tempestuous love affair―and the basis 
for Paul Verhoeven’s Oscar-nominated film―Wolkers’s 
controversial masterpiece, published in 1969, Turkish 
Delight was a sensation and a scandal. Its graphic 
language and explicit sex scenes had an explosive ef-
fect, but just as revolutionary was its frank, colloquial 
style. The story of a sculptor’s relationship with Olga 
and the dark days that followed, the two only reunite 
during Olga’s inexorable and tragic decline into can-
cer, when she would only eat the soft, sweet Turkish 
Delight that her ex-lover brings to her bedside.

Jan Wolkers was an author, painter, sculptor, and one of 
the “Great Four” writers of Dutch literature. 

Classic

turKiSh deLight



Orig. Title: Duingras
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Boekerij
336 pp.
February 2018

Territory: World excl. Dutch

Combined sales of 40,000+ cp.

Wende Freriks has reached a turning point in her life: 
she has dropped out of college and, quite unexpectedly, 
her boyfriend breaks off their relationship. On a whim, 
she books a two-week holiday on one of the Wadden Sea 
Islands, to come to terms with these sudden changes in 
direction and to figure out what she really wants in life.

In Big Fish, the only beach pavilion on the island, she 
accidentally meets the owner Axel and his best friend 
Vincent: two complete opposites. Vincent is happy-go-
lucky and a ladies’ man, while Axel proves serious and 
inaccessible. Before long, Wende finds herself a regular 
customer and friendships develop as she gets a taste of 
island life. Her old life seems far away. Besides genuine 
friendship, she also finds herself shyly developing deep-
er feelings for broody Axel, although she tries not to: her 
newfound freedom should be relished first. But then her 
ex shows up and turns everything on its head…

Women’s Fiction | Romance
the iSLand SerieS
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Orig. Title: Stormwind
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Boekerij
330 pp.
February 2018

Territory: World excl. Dutch

Vincent is a surfer, a happy-go-lucky maverick. So, when 
his best friend Axel no longer needs his help to run Big 
Fish, the beach pavilion, because Axel’s new lover Wende 
has taken his place, he is more than happy to resume his 
old life of freedom. He exchanges the Wadden Sea island 
for San Diego to hang with the surf crowd there and en-
joy a no-strings-attached lifestyle in the sun, but after 
three months, he finds himself bored. He keeps thinking 
about his friend Axel, about kitesurfing, about… some-
thing he can’t yet name.

He returns to the island to find that eighteen-year-old 
Milena, Wende’s niece, who has fled a traumatic experi-
ence and needs the healing peace and quiet at the island, 
has moved in with Axel and Wende. And while Vincent 
jumps back into things at Big Fish, and helps develop all 
kinds of plans that Wende has come up with, he finds 
himself feeling more and more responsible for Milena’s 
well-being. But will she be able to trust him?

StOrM wind

Jackie van Laren (1968) has two great passions in her life: music and storytelling. 
At a young age she already wrote poetry and songs. She studied Dutch and English 
Literature, is lead singer in various bands and works in publishing. The Q Trilogy was 
her debut as a novelist. 

JacKie van Laren

A series of four interlinking books about friendship, love and life’s burning questions 
against the beautiful backdrop of nature, beach and sea of the much loved Dutch Wadden 
Sea Islands: Dune Grass, Storm Wind, Spring Tide and Slack Water.

dune graSS
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Orig. Titles: 
— Drie vrienden, een huis (en 
een klusjesman)
— Daar heb je vrienden voor
— Vrienden voor het leven
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Boekerij
316 pp.
February 2016
August 2016
October 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

Material Available
Dutch MS
English synopses & samples 
available

Combined sales of 20,000+ cp.

Three Friends, a House and a Handyman

A humorous series about art, friendship and the big 
decisions in life. And how tempting it is to put them off.

Some things you simply don’t do when you’re in your 
mid-thirties, such as giving up a steady job, a lovely 
house of your own in the south and the prospect of 
marriage – all for a temporary job at the Van Gogh 
Museum in Amsterdam. Noor does so, though, to the 
regret of her parents and boyfriend. Together with her 
younger sister Kiki and her old friend from university, 
Joost, she moves in to a run-down house along a state-
ly canal in Amsterdam.

That’s What Friends are For 

He would like to be a ladies man, but Joost is a little 
stuffy and nerdy. Forty, unmarried, a writer, art histo-
rian and archaeologist, he works at the Rijksmuseum 
and the University of Amsterdam. After spending two 
months in Rome working on a book about Emperor 
Augustus, he decides to turn his life around. But back 
in the Netherlands, life is pretty different than in the 
Italian sunshine. 

Friends for Life

A month of holidays, maybe even two. That’s what Kiki, 
successful as art intermediate, has promised herself 
when Jeff Koons’ new exhibition finally opens in the 
Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam. But the exhibition 
culminates in political uproar, and Kiki finds herself 
in a rollercoaster of unpleasant events instead of on a 
tropical beach. Despite the unconditional support of 
her friends, her career goes downhill from that mo-
ment on. Finally she gets a clarifying insight: she lives 
her life too fast. But to change that and really learn 
to embrace the art of slow living takes more than just 
good intentions…

Astrid Harrewijn went to law school and went on to work as a translator. In 2006, 
she won a writing competition and published her first novel, You Could Get a Yes (Ja kun 
je krijgen). Since then, she has published nine more novels. She has a distinct style and 
writes with humor about the pitfalls of our daily lives. Astrid Harrewijn has a passion for 
art, lives in The Hague with her husband and dog and has two daughters in university.

Women’s Fiction

the “i  My friendS” triLOgy

aStrid harrewiJn
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Orig. Title: Een Portugese droom
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Boekerij
256 pp.
May 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

A wonderful dream: starting a new life in a country 
with a warm climate and plenty of space. Marjolein 
and her lover, Bart, have been living that dream ever 
since they bought an old farm with an olive grove on 
a hill in Portugal. After a period full of challenges, 
hard work and setbacks, they manage to live a near-
ly self- supporting and sustainable life, until one day, 
a stranger with bad intentions knocks on their door, 
threatening to disturb their Portuguese dream... 

Marieke Woudstra studied Portuguese Language and 
Literature and worked as teacher and translator.  Currently, 
she combines her job in the Netherlands with living and 
working part-time in the Portuguese countryside. 

Women’s Fiction

a POrtugueSe dreaM. a hOuSe, a chaLLenge, a new exiStence

Orig. Title: Tof stof. 1949. De 
oorlog is voorbij, maar nog niet 
vergeten
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Boekerij
352 pp.
October 2016

Territory: World excl. Dutch
English sample available

10,000+ copies sold

• 2017 Golden Noose Prize for 
Best Dutch Thriller

• Fall 2017  ‘10 Titles from Hol-
land’ brochure

Resistance fighter Siem Coburg leads a bitter and re-
clusive life after WWII has come to an end. In 1949, a 
farmer who saved his life during the war comes to see 
him. Coburg owes him and sets up an investigation: 
the disabled grandson of the farmer has died under 
suspicious circumstances in a home for mentally and 
physically disabled children. During his investigation, 
he discovers that one child after another has died an 
unnatural death. His discovery causes both the cler-
gymen and the villagers to turn against the outsider.

Felix Weber is the pen-name of an award-winning thriller 
author. He read a report by an autonomous research group 
about sexual abuse within the Catholic church and stumbled 
upon an affair dealing, explicitly, not with sexual abuse but 
with the death of many children under suspicious circum-
stances. Dust to Dust (Tot Stof) is the result.

Literary Thriller

duSt tO duSt.the war iS Over, But nOt yet fOrgOtten

Orig. Title: Casa Familia
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Boekerij
272 pp.
April 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch

10,000+ copies sold

In a weekend in the Belgian Ardennes journalist Tara 
Linders and Diego Martinez meet a few unsavory types 
who are obviously hiding something, but what? And 
what is taking place in the abandoned hospital in the 
middle of the forest? The macabre finding of a child’s 
hand leads them to Andalucía in Spain, where the 
mastermind behind the entire operation is hiding. Will 
Tara and Diego find him before more victims will fall?

Nathalie Pagie is a thriller writer and communications 
advisor. Her debut The Drama Club (2013), followed by 
The Campus (2014) sold more than 15,000 copies in the 
Netherlands and Flanders.

Suspense

caSa faMiLia



Van Oorschot is Holland’s oldest surviving independent publisher. Ever since its 
foundation in 1945, by the legendary publisher G.A. van Oorschot, it has been building 
a list of the most renowned and respected Dutch literary authors, such as A. Alberts, 
M. Vasalis, Rutger Kopland, W.F. Hermans, Gerard Reve, and J.J. Voskuil.

Over recent years the company, still proudly independent, has been publishing a new 
generation of talented writers like Nico Dros, Ester Naomi Perquin, Miek Zwamborn, 
Otto de Kat, Stephan Enter, Marijke Schermer, Gilles van der Loo, Martin Michael 
Driessen, Maria Barnas, Nicolien Mizee, Erik Lindner, Sander Kollaard, all of which 
were published to great acclaim.

www.vanoorschot.nl/
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Orig. Title: De pelikaan
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Van Oorschot
200 pp.
November 2017

Territory: World excl. Dutch & 
World English

Material Available
Dutch MS
English sample

Rights sold
USA | Amazon Crossing, WEL

Under Option
Hungary, Spain

• 2018 Libris Literature Prize 
(shortlisted)

A parable of inescapable bondage, set against 
a backdrop of capitalist excesses. 

Andrej is a postman in a sleepy coast town on the 
Adriatic in communist Yugoslavia. Josip is respon-
sible for the funicular railway that leads to the war 
monument at the on top of the hill. He is married and 
keeps a mistress on the side. Amateur photographer 
Andrej has snapped one of their amorous encounters, 
and is blackmailing Josip. Not much later Josip dis-
covers that Andrej is steaming open letters for the 
money. To be able to meet his unknown blackmailer’s 
demands he starts blackmailing the postman.

Emphatically, and with a sharp eye for both protago-
nists’ mentalities, Martin Michael Driessen unfolds a 
parable of inescapable, mutual bondage. Both do each 
other harm, as well as good – but only one discovers 
that the other has been extorting money from him for 
years. Meanwhile the threat of war, the Yugoslav war 
that will eventually destroy their town, is looming. 

This novel, set against a backdrop of capitalist ex-
cesses such as gambling and exploitation in latter 
day communist Yugoslavia, demonstrates Driessen’s 
unrivalled knack to lift everyday life onto a new and 
exciting literary plane.

Martin Michael Driessen (1954) is a director of opera and theatre, a translator and 
a writer. His first book, Gars, was followed by Father of God, A True Hero and Lizzie, 
with Liesbeth Lagemaat. Driessen’s work, widely acclaimed by the press, has been 
nominated for various literary prizes and translated into English, Italian, German and 
Hungarian. In 2016 he received the ECI Award for Rivers, also nominated for the Fintro 
Literatuurprijs.

Literary Fiction
the PeLican

Martin MichaeL drieSSen
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Orig. Title: Rivieren
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Van Oorschot
144 pp.
2016

English translation available

Rights Sold
USA, Germany, Hungary, Spain

20,000+ sold

In the three novellas that make up this book, the main 
role is assigned to the flowing water of the river. Here 
the river is the last refuge for a stranded life, an open-
ing onto new worlds, or the distributor of worldly goods, 
love and power. 

In the first novellla, an aging actor travels to France, 
where he gets into a canoe. Amid references to Lohengrin 
and Hamlet, Driessen has his drunken actor launch 
himself towards a violent end. In the second novella, the 
river connects the lives of Konrad, son of a labourer, and 
Julius, son of the forester. Both dream of a world else-
where along the river. In the third part, the river divides 
the land owned by the Chrétien family from that of the 
Corbé family (Huguenot). In a grand, dynamic ending, 
Driessen turns the status quo upside down.

riverS
Also available: 
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Orig. Title: Wieren
Orig. Language: Dutch
Orig. Publisher: Van Oorschot
179 pp.
May 2018

Territory: World excl. Dutch & 
German

Material Available
Dutch MS
German translation available 
soon

Rights Sold
Germany | Matthes & Seitz

An entertaining, poetic and astonishing cul-
tural history of the most sensual family of 
water plants. 

Life on earth in a nutshell: we breathe in what sea-
weed breathes out. Seaweed are the biggest producers 
of oxygen in the world.

But they are the cause of much more. When Henri 
Matisse was confined to his sickbed, he started cut-
ting ‘curlicues of seaweed’, breaking new ground for a 
completely new artistic road. Why are film pioneers of 
the early twentieth century so fascinated by the move-
ment of seaweed? Why does it smell so much, but 
used, in spite of that, for numerous beauty products? 
What does the arrival of Napoleon have to do with the 
disappearance of the kelp industry?

Zwamborn’s book depicts the splendour of the Japanese 
ink seaweed in the Amsterdam Rijksmuseum archives 
and the azure seaweed photographs of photographer 
Anna Atkins, it shows how seaweed forgery let to the 
invention of copyright laws, and tells about the great 
promise of seaweed as a vegetable and as a fuel. 

In an entertaining, poetic and astonishing cultural 
history of the most sensual family of water plants, 
Miek Zwamborn points out all of the hidden aspects 
of these elegant inhabitants of the sea. Seaweed is a 
usefull handbook filled with green, red, brown and 
blue weeds, immortalized in painting, praised in lit-
erature, emerged in fashion and fabric designs, pre-
pared in tasty and nutritious dishes, supplemented 
with wholesome seaweed recipes from various con-
tinents, and fifty illustrations in full colour, some of 
which are made by the author. 

Miek Zwamborn (1974) is a poet, writer, translator and artist. An earlier work of hers 
was nominated for the longlist of the AKO Literatuurprijs (Oploper), and for the longlist 
of the Libris Literatuur Prijs (Vallend hout and De duimsprong). Seaweed is currently 
being translated into German and will be published in the Naturkunden-series (edited 
by Judith Schalanksy) of Matthes & Seitz.

Nature Writing

Seaweed

MieK ZwaMBOrn
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Orig. Title: À Paris
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Grasset
232 pp.
October 2017

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS
English translaiton available soon

Rights Sold
UK | Viking UK (auction)
USA | Penguin Press US (auction) 
Spain | Roca (preempt)
Korea | Baru Books
Vietnam | AZ Culture

• First print run: 30,000 copies

• Jeanne Damas has over 
750,000 Instagram followers

• Includes full color photos 
taken by Jeanne Damas, 
rights have been cleared

Witty, elegant, and modern, In Paris is a must-
have for anyone who loves fashion, Paris, and 
the ever-chic Parisiennes. With its hardcover 
and its luxurious paper, it’s also the perfect 
coffee table book to gift or keep for yourself.

It Girl with more than a half million followers, Jeanne 
Damas is the epitome of the Parisienne. From Vogue 
to Marie Claire to Elle, and from Paris to New York 
to Asia, journalists keep asking her what makes her 
The French Cool Girl. She always answers that she’s 
just one Parisienne among many and that there are as 
many Parisiennes as women living in Paris. That is the 
starting point of this book: not to dissect the myth of 
La Parisienne for the hundredth time, who is as real 
as they come, but to portray 20 real and different 
Parisiennes, who, each in their own manner, embody 
the elegance, casualness, and spirit of the legendary 
Parisian woman.

They are booksellers, singers, writers, activists, and 
antique dealers. They are aged 14 to 70 years old. 
They live in small studios, spacious apartments, and 
péniches. They invite us into their homes to tell us 
about their lives, their love of Paris, and what being a 
Parisian means to them. Written with grace and tal-
ent, each portrait is illustrated with 5 to 6 beautiful 
pictures and is followed by funny appendices, all illus-
trated, in which Jeanne and Lauren give us their ad-
dresses, tips, and their eye on the French art de vivre.

Parisian socialite, fashion icon, and actress, Jeanne Damas is also the founder of 
the Parisian-inspired apparel line Rouje and the new face of the French Girl in the 
fashion industry. She starred in Guillaume Canet’s last movie and entered the very 
prestigious Forbes “30 under 30” list, thanks to the success of her brand. With more 
than 600k Instagram followers, the number of fans gets bigger every day. 

Former editor of French Elle magazine and former TV columnist on the famous 
French TV show Le Grand journal, Lauren Bastide is the founder of the indepen-
dent podcast production studio Nouvelles écoutes and the host of the feminist pod-
cast La Poudre, where she interviews inspiring women from diverse backgrounds. La 
Poudre is the number 1 French independent podcast.

Lifestyle | Fashion | Gift Book

in PariS

“Jeanne Damas is the epitome of It Girl.” —GQ Magazine

Jeanne daMaS with Lauren BaStide
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Orig. Title: Sauvez-moi
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Sonatine Editions
320 pp.
June 2018

Territory: World excl. French

Material Available
French MS

Under Option
Russia

After the success of Hortense (over 57,000 
copies sold in France), Jacques Expert returns 
with a story of a terrifying reality and a plot 
with striking twists that keeps you hooked to 
the last page.

Nicolas Thomas has just celebrated his fifty-second 
birthday when he goes out through the doors of the 
Clairvaux power station. After thirty years of incar-
ceration, he is finally free. Nobody is waiting for him. 
Everyone he knew abandoned him a long time ago, 
ever since he was convicted of savagely murdering four 
young women, in terrible conditions.

Sophie Pontchartrain is divisional commissioner in 
Paris. She was a young recruit to the criminal division 
when Nicolas confessed his crimes to her, and to her 
alone, before suddenly retracting his statement. When 
he proclaimed his innocence, he was sentenced to life.

The case does not take long to catch up on Sophie. A 
few days after his release, Nicolas disappears. And a 
new murder is committed, in all respects similar to 
those of which he was accused thirty years earlier.

Sophie then receives a letter from Nicolas, in which he 
denies being responsible for the murders. The letter 
ends with the words: “Save me!”

Suspense | Crime 

Save Me

Spring 2018 Rights List   -   www.2seasagency.com   -   marleen.seegers@2seasagency.com   -   chrysothemis.armefti@2seasagency.com

After having been an investigative reporter, Jacques Expert is now director of RTL 
programs and author of the series Histoires criminelles on France Info. Save Me 
(Sauvez-moi) is his fifth novel to be published by Sonatine Éditions.

JacQueS exPert

Orig. Title: Hortense
Orig. Language: French
Orig. Publisher: Sonatine Editions
316 pp.
June 2016

Territory: World excl. French

Rights Sold
Russia, Film/TV rights

57,000+ copies sold

1993 – Sophie Delalande is crazy about her daughter 
Hortense who helps her to forget the difficult relation-
ship she has with her ex-husband, Sylvain. A violent 
man who left her when she was pregnant.

2015 – After years of searching in vain, Sophie has 
never gotten over Hortense’s disappearance. Until 
one evening when a young blonde woman jostles her 
in the street. Sophie is convinced: it’s her daughter, 
it’s Hortense. 

hOrtenSe

Also available: 
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Orig. Title: De verwarde cavia
Orig. Language: Dutch
192 pp. 
April 2016

Territory: World excl. Dutch

English & German samples 
available
Longer English synopsis avail-
able

Rights Sold
Poland | Muza
Portugal | Guerra e Paz
Germany | C.H.Beck

100,000+ copies sold

A comical and poignant novel: a must-read 
for anyone who has ever had colleagues, or 
still has them. 

“All of us are guinea pigs in the laboratory of God. 
Humanity is just a work in progress.” — Tennessee 
Williams

The guinea pig Cavia works in the Communications 
Department. In short, humorous sketches, we get 
to know her and her colleagues: Stella from Human 
Resources; Vince, the creepy head of Finances; and 
Harold from IT, who has kept a tamagotchi alive since 
1999.

A guinea pig working among humans in an open-plan 
office: it might sound improbable, but anyone who 
has ever worked in this environment is sure to recog-
nize the guinea pig’s adventures in officeland. From a 
symbiotic relationship with the coffee machine to pas-
sive-aggressive e-mails and the perils of the office kitty.

Fiction | Humor

the Office Life Of a guinea Pig

Paulien Cornelisse (1976) is an author, comedian and columnist. She made her nov-
el-debut with the rollicking office serial The Office Life of a Guinea Pig (De verwarde 
cavia). As of now, it has sold over 100.000 copies. Her non-fiction book Language Is Like 
Totally My Thing (Taal is zeg maar echt mijn ding, 2009) sold 700.000 copies and was 
awarded the prestigious Tollensprijs for its ‘remarkable literary achievement.’ Her come-
dy shows have received numerous prizes. Paulien Cornelisse lives in Amsterdam, having 
previously lived in Japan and the USA. She is a co-founder of Echt Gebeurd, the Dutch 
version of The Moth.

PauLien cOrneLiSSe

“Cornelisse brings an entire system down in a particularly witty way. And she does so without 
any pretense and with a wonderful sense for language.” — Metro ****

“In short chapters, [...] Paulien Cornelisse draws miniature pictures of life at the office, which is 
centered around the stapler and the pantry. It’s a habitat which distinguishes itself by its pathet-
icness and futility that prompt colleagues to search for the limits of humor. [...] It’s so realistic 
that it gradually becomes more than just mocking satire.” — NRC



Allary Éditions (France)

charLes pépin    Self-Confidence: A Philosophy and The Virtues of Failure   4
matthieu ricarD, tania singer    Power and Care   5
riaD sattouf    The Arab of the Future series   6
riaD sattouf    Esther’s Notebooks series   7
aLexanDre Lacroix    Observing the Beauty of Nature and To Bring Philosophy Back Down to Earth   8
matthias DeBureaux    Le Noble Art de la trouille and How to Bore People With Your Travel Stories  9
eric anD frank DufourmanteLLe    Life. He means everything to me, right up to the end   10
isaac BoDros    I’m a Boy, Actually   11
pascaL picq    The New Age For Humanity. The challenges of posthumanism explained to a high school stu-
dent    12
maryLène patou-mathis     The Neanderthals from A to Z  13
yan Lan    The Yan Family. A family at the center of one hundred years in Chinese history   14
nicoLas JaLLot, régis genté    Futbol. A Political Weapon, from Stalin to Putin  15
oLivier LeBé    The Silence of the Engine   16
Jérôme coLin    The Battlefield  17
fLorent oiseau    Paris-Venice  and Showing Up  18
LuDovic escanDe     Climbing Mont Blanc   19
christian BLanckaert    Precious Moments  20
Jean aBitBoL    The Power of the Voice   21
christophe anDré, aLexanDre JoLLien, matthieu ricarD    Three Friends in Search of Wisdom   21
Louis Bériot    Coffee with Voltaire. Conversations with the Greatest Minds of His Time   21
phiLippe Douroux    Alexandre Grothendieck. In the Footsteps of the Last Mathematical Genius   22
raphaëL gLucksmann    Our France  22
JouDe Jassouma    I’m from Aleppo. A Migrant’s Fate   22
sLimane kaDer    With a View Below the Sea   23
Jean-noëL Liaut    She, Edmonde   23
phiLippe nassif    Final Words. What Influential People Said Just before They Died   24
matthieu ricarD, WoLf singer    Beyond the Self. Dialogues between a Neuroscientist and a  
 Buddhist Monk   24
françois-oLivier rousseau    Becoming Christian Dior   24

Editions du Détour (France)

nicoLe eDeLman    The Impossible Consent: Josephine Hugues’ Case  26
mathiLDe Larrère anD auDe Lorriaux    Intruders in politics: Women and minorities, domination and resis-
tance  27
micheL marairaz anD DanieLLe tartakoWsky    From Resistance to Macron. 1944-today, what happened to the 
French state?  28
emmanueL Dockès    Journey to Misarchy. Essay for another possible world    29
Jean-Luc  pinoL, maurice garDen    16 Historical Promenades in Paris    29

78

index



Editions de La Martinière Littérature (France)

haBiBurahman With sophie anseL    First They Erased Our Name. A Rohingya Speaks Up  41
eLoDie Lenoir With emmanueLLe BeLohraDsky    As You See Me. The Story of a Girl Who Was Meant to Be a   
 Boy  42
fréDéric LenormanD     Only Women Live Forever    43
régies Le sommier    Assad   44
Dominique maisons    Everyone Loves Bruce Willis and We Remember the Names of the Assassins    45
mø maLo    Qaanaaq   46
paoLa masino    Birth and Death of the Housewife  47
christophe moLmy    Somewhere Between Good and Evil and Wounded Wolves   48
cathy BoniDan    The Perfume of the Hellebore Rose    49
isaBeLLe Duquesnoy    The Embalmer. Or the Despicable Confession of Victor Renard   49
patrick euDeLine    The Gray Panthers   49
eric Lange     Violence is All We Have Left    50
pascaLe Lécosse     Madly, Mademoiselle    50
serge marquis    The Day I Truly Loved Myself    50

79

Massot Editions (France)

pascaL pacqué    The War of Earth and Men   52
DaLai Lama, sofia striL-rever    A Call for Revolution!    53
Laurence De La Baume     Go You Know Not Where: What if there’s another way of seeing the world?     54
emma    Another Look. A Bunch of Stuff to See Things Differently series  55

Editions Rabelais (France)

various authors    Muses Collection    57

Le Livre de Poche - Préludes Editions (France)

michèLe Barrière    Black Market and Death on Board   31
caroLe D’yvoire    To You I Owe All My Life’s Happiness – Virginia & Leonard Woolf   32
aLex De Brienne    KO Series   33
antonythasan Jesuthasan, cLémentine Baron    Shoba. The Journey of a Refugee   34
agnès aBécassis    Coffee! A Waiter, Please   35
anaïs BarBeau-LavaLette    The Woman Who Ran Away   35
Louis aLthusser    Psychoanalysis and the Human Sciences   35
nicoLas DeLesaLLe    Thousand Suns and Song of the Sea   36
michaëL uras    The House to the Right of My Grandmother’s  and Take Two Chapters and Call Me in the 
Morning   37
ceDric LaLaury    It’s Always Midnight Somewhere   38
marc fernanDez    Guerrilla Social Club  and Mala Vida   39
eLie grimes    Good Girls Go to Heaven, Bad Girls Go Everywhere   39



Individual French + Dutch authors

Jeanne Damas, Lauren BastiDe    In Paris  75

Jacques expert    Save Me   76

pauLien corneLisse    The Office Life of a Guinea Pig    77

80

Meulenhoff-Boekerij (the Netherlands)

henDrik groen    Attempts To Make Something of Life. The Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen and As Long As 
 There Is Life. The New Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen   66
aukeLien WeverLing     In Every City   67
martiJn van caLmthout    Sam Goudsmit. The Hunt for Hitler’s Atom Bomb   67
Jan WoLkers     Turkish Delight    67
Jackie van Laren    The Island series   68
astriD harreWiJn    The I “Heart” My Friends trilogy   69
nathaLie pagie    Casa Familia   70
feLix WeBer    Dust To Dust. The War is Over, But Not Yet Forgotten    70
marieke WouDstra    A Portuguese Dream. A house, a challenge, a new existence   70

Hollands Diep (the Netherlands)

stine Jensen & frank meester    The Educators   62
sien voLDers    North   63
roman heLinski    The Waffle Factory   64
suzan hiLhorst    Sara and Liv   64
feLix kLos    Winston Churchill. Father of Europe   64

Van Oorschot (the Netherlands)

martin michaeL Driessen    The Pelican  72

miek zWamBorn    Seaweed    73

Bertram en De Leeuw Publishers (the Netherlands)

thomas rau,  saBine oBerhuBer    Material Matters. The alternative to our society of overexploitation    59

richarD van hooiJDonk    The World of Tomorrow. How technology impacts the way we live and work   60



LateSt rightS deaLS

2 Seas Agency’s most recent foreign rights deals include:

aPriL 2018
Cebeni, Valentina, The Secret Recipe for Love: France (Charleston)
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March 2018
Cognetti, Paolo, The Eight Mountains: the Netherlands – audio rights (De Bezige Bij)
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Singer, Tania & Ricard, Matthieu, with Kate Karius (eds.), Power and Care. Towards Balance for our Com-

mon Future—Science, Society and Spirituality in Dialogue with the Dalai Lama: Korea (Gimm-Young)

Strukul, Matteo, Casanova. The Ballad of Broken Hearts: the Netherlands (Boekerij) 

van Hooijdonk, Richard, The World of Tomorrow: Bulgaria (Kragozor)

feBruary 2018
Berry, Wendell, Selection of Various Poems: France (Arfuyen)

Bhargava, Rohit, Always Eat Left Handed: Mexico (Planeta Mexicana, World Spanish)

Cohen, Norty, The Participation Game: China  (Hangzhou Blue Lion, at auction)

Damas, Jeanne & Bastide, Lauren, In Paris: Vietnam (AZ Culture Co. Ltd)

Helinski, Roman, The Waffle Factory: Czech Republic (Plus/Albatros)

Klos, Felix, Winston Churchill. Father of Europe: Portugal (Clube do Autor)

Lemaitre, Pierre, Rosy & John: Japan (Bungei Shunju)

Marsons, Angela, Blood Lines and Dead Souls: Iceland (N29, in a two-book deal)

Rau, Thomas & Oberhuber, Sabine, Material Matters: Italy (Ambiente)

Sattouf Riad,  Esther’s Notebooks vol. 1 and 2: Turkey (Epsilon, 2-book deal)

Singer, Tania & Ricard, Matthieu, with Kate Karius (eds.), Power and Care: USA (MIT Press, WEL, pre-empt)

Wolkers, Jan, Turkish Delight: Argentina (Libros del Zorzal, World Spanish)

Vuillard, Eric, The Agenda: Norway (Solum)

81



cLientS & cO-agentS

WORLDWIDE REPRESENTATION
Selected titles presented in our Spring 2018 Rights Lists

france

Allary Editions | Editions du Détour | Editions de La Martinière Littérature | Le Livre de Poche (paper-

back originals only) + imprint Préludes Editions | Massot Editions | Editions de l’Opportun |

Editions Rabelais

the netherLandS

Bertram + de Leeuw | Hollands Diep | Meulenhoff Boekerij | Van Oorschot

united StateS

Ideapress Publishing

authOrS (in Our SPring 2018 rightS LiStS)
Angela Ackerman & Becca Puglisi | James Altucher | Paulien Cornelisse | Jeanne Damas & Lauren Bastide 

(via Editions Grasset) | Jacques Expert (via Sonatine Editions) | Raymond Fong & Chad Riddersen | 

Patrick & Ellen Galvin | Dan Norris

EXCLUSIVE CO-AGENTS 
For our world rights titles

Brazil: Villas-Boas & Moss Agency | China: CA-Link (English titles) | China: The Artemis Agency  

(French & Dutch titles) | Baltic States, Central Europe (excl Poland), Balkan & Southeast-

ern Europe, Eastern Europe (excl Russia, Belarus, Ukraine): Livia Stoia Agency | Greece: 

Ersilia Agency | Israel: The Deborah Harris Agency | Italy: The Ella Sher Agency | Japan: 

Tuttle-Mori Agency | Poland: Graal Agency  | Russia, Belarus, Ukraine: Anastasia Lester Agency 

| Spain: SalmaiaLit | Taiwan: The Artemis Agency | Turkey: AnatoliaLitAgency

82


